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DISSENTERS 


Church of England. 


Dear Brethren, 


'Y' WU being at this time called upon by Au- 
' thority to jon in Communion with the 
Church, and the Laws ordered to be put 
in Execution againſt ſuch as refuſe it ; its both yaur 
Duty and Intereſt to enquire into the grounds upon 
which you deny Obedience to the Laws, ( ommuni- 
on with a Church of God, and thereby expoſe our 
Religion to danger, and your ſelves to ſuffering. I 
which , unleſs the cauſe be good, the call wr. ans 
clear, and the end right, it cannor bring a1 cw. 1.3. 
$ Peace to your ſelves, or be acceptable to God. Not 
| bring Peace to your ſelves ; For we cannor ſuffer 
joyfully the ſpoiling of our Goods, the con- me. as 
ement -of our Perſons, the ruine of our 2+ 
Families, unleſs Conſcience be. able truly to 
fay, I would have done any. thing but fin 
A 2  * againſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
againſt God, that I might have avoided theſe 
tufferings from men. Not be acceptable to 
God, to whom all are accountable for what 
Condiouat. of HOrtion he hath intraſted them with of the 
Ser. 4 p-92- Things of this life; and are not to throw away 
withour ſufficient reaſon; and who has made it 
our duty to do what we :can; without Sin in 
Obedience to that Authority which he 
Zead, vid. hath ſer over us, (as you are ,told by ſome in 
the ſame condition with your ſelves. ) 

To aſſift perſons in this enquiry, I have ob- 
ſerved that of late ſeveral of the Church of Eng- 
land have undertaken the moſt material points 
that you do queſtien, and have bandled them with 
that Candor and Calmneſs which becomes thetr *pro- 
fejſion, and the gravity of the Arguments, and 
which may the better mvite thoſe that are will 
to be ſatisfied, to peruſe and conſider them. But 
becauſe Truth and Reaſon do too often fuffer by the 
prejudices we have againſt particular perſons; to 
remove, as much as may be, that obſtruftion, T 

-” have in this Treatiſe ſhewed that theſe Authors 
are not alone, but have the concurrent Teſtimony 
of the moſt eminent Non-Conformiſts for them, 
who do generally grant that there is nothing requi- 
red in the Parochial Communion of the Church of 
England, that can be a ſufficient reaſon for Se- 
paration from it. The = of many of = T 
| ave 
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have here collefted, and for one hundred I could 
eaſily have produced two , if the Cauſe were to 
go by the Pole ; ſo that if Reaſon or Authori- 
ty will prevail, I hope that yet your- ſatisfaFtion 
and recovery to the Commmnnion of the Church is 
not to be deſpaired of : Which God of bis infmite 
mercy grant for your own and the Churches ſake. 
Amen. 
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NON-CONFORMISTS 


F LED 


FOR*” 
Lay-Communicn 
With the | 
CHURCH of ENGLAND. 


HE Chriſtian World is divided into 
two Ranks, Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, u- 
ſually known by the names of Clergy 
and Laity, Miniſters and People. The 
Clergy, beſides the things eflentially 

belonging to their Office, are by the Laws of all well- 

ordered Churches in the World, ſtrictly obliged by 

Declarations or Subſcriptions, or both, to owne and 


maintain the DoGrine , Diſcipline and Conſtitution 


of the Church into which they are admitted, Thus 
in the Church of Erg/a-d They do ſubſcribe to the 
truth of the Do&rine more eſpecially contained in the 
Thirty Nine Articles, and declare that they will uſe 
the Forms and Rites contamed in the Liturgy, and 


promiſe to ſubmit to the Government in its Orders. 
| B The 
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The deſign of all which is to preſerve the Peace of 
the Church, and the Unity of Chriſtians, which doth 

much depend upon that of its Officers and Teachers. 
But the Laity are under no {uch Obligations, there 
| being no Declarations or Subſcriptions required of 
them, nor any thing more than to attend upon, and 
joyn with the Worſhip practiſed and allowed in the 
Church. Thus it is in the Church of Ezglard, as it 
Nr. Bazter's js acknowledged by a worthy Perſon, to whom when 
Defence ofthe 54 was objected that, many Errours in Dottrine and 
29. OE Life were impoſed as Conditions of Communion, he 
Lf - replies, What is impoſed on you as a Condition to your 
Communion in the DoFrine and Prayers of the Pariſh- 
Churches, but your aFual Communion it ſelf £ In dif- 
courling therefore about the lawfulneſs of Communion 
with a Church, the difference betwixt theſe two muſt 
be carefully obſerved, leſt the things required only 
of ohne Order of Men ſhould be thought to belong to 
A Book licen- all, It's obſerved by one, That the original of all our 
ed by MiCrat eiſchiefs ſprung from mens conſeunding the terms of 

ford. I AF. | , 
Miniſterial Conformity with thoſe of Lay-Conmunion 
with the Parochial Aſſemblies there being much more 
required of Minifters than of the People © private per- 
Jons having much leſs to ſay for themſelves in abſenting 
from the Publick Worſhip of God, though performed by 
the Liturgy, than the Paſtor hath for not taking Oaths, 
ec. Certainly, if this difference was but obſerved, 
and the Cafe of Lay-Communion truly ſtated and un- 
Baxter's Cure, derſtood,, the people wonld not be jar more averſe to 
P- 311. Communion with the Pariſh-Churches than the Non-Con- 
forming Miniſters are, as one complams 3 and whatſo- 
ever' they might think of the Conformity of 'Mini- 
Continuat. "fters , ' becauſe of the previous terms required of then, 
| Morning-Ex- they - wonld judge what is required of the people to be 
\ 1—L—__ lawful, as ſome of them do. And as the Miniſters by 
ks brioging 
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bringing their Caſe to the Peoples may fee Communion 
then to be lawful, and find themſelves obliged to main- 
tain it in a private capacity 3 ſo the People by per- 
cciving their Caſe not to be that of the Miniſters, 
but widely different from it, would be induced to 
hold Communion with the Church, and to joyn with 
thoſe of their Miniſters that think it their Duty ſo to 
do; and are therein of the opinion of the old Non- 
Conformiſts that did not act *, as if there was mo wid- i guypangs b- 
ale between ſeparation from the Church and true Worſhip piſtie to the 
thereof, and ſubſcription unto, or praGice or approbation —_— : 
of all the corruptions of the ſame. For Þ though they grave and mo- 
would not ſubſcribe to the Ceremonies, yet they were a- 4 bona 
gainst ſeparation from Gods Publick Worſhip, as one of > N3choſs. Plea 
them in the name of the reſt doth declare. So that for the Puri- 
as great a difference as there is betwixt preſence and 
Conſent, betwixt bare Communion and approbation, 
betwixt the Office of the Miniſter and the attendance 
of a private perſon, ſo much is there betwixt the Caſe 
of Miniſterial and Lay-Communion : And therefore 
when we conlider the Caſe of Lay-Communion, we 
are only to reſpect what is required of the people, 
what part they are to have and exerciſe in Communi. 
on with the Church. Now what they are concerned 
in, are either, The Forms that' are impoſed, the Ge- 
ſtures they are to uſe, and the Times they are to ob- 
ſerve, for the Celebration of Divine Worſhip ; or, 
The Miniſtration, which they may be remotely ſup- 
posd alſo to be concerned in. 

The lawfulneſs of all which, and of all things re- 
quired in Lay-Communion among(t us, 1 ſhall not 
undertake to prove and maintain by Arguments taken 
from thoſe that already are in full Communion with 


-the Church of England, and fo are obliged to juſtifie 


it 3 but from thoſe that in ſome things do diflent from 
| B 2 It, 


[4] 
it, whb may therefore be ſuppoſed to be impartial 
and whoſe Reaſons may be the more heeded as co- 
ming from themſelves, and from ſuch that are as for- 
ward in other reſpe&s to owne the miſcarriages of the 
Churchz as thoſe that wholly ſeparate frotn it. | 
For the better under(tanding of the Caſe, and of ; 
their Judgment 1n it, I ſhall conſider, *- 
1. What opinion the moſt eminent ah4ſober Non- 
Conformiſts have had of the Church of Exg/and. 
2. What opinion they have had of: Communion 
with that Church. A : 
3. What opinion they have had of fach practices 
and uſages in that Church, as Lay-men at&-concerned 
in. 3. 
1. What opinion the moſt eminent and* ſober Non- 
Conformiſts have had of the Church of England. And 
that will appear in theſe two things, Fir/t,*That they 
owne her to be a true Church 3 Secondly To be a 
Church in the main very valuable. 'S* 
Firſt, They owne her to be a true Church.” Thus an 
Bayly's Diſlw2- Eminent Perſon faith of the old Non- Conformilts, They 
« a always plead againſt the Corruptions of the Church 
of England, but never againſt the truth of her Being, or the 
Corbet's Diſ- comfort of her Communion, And as much is affirmed of the 
-— ade preſent, by a grave and fober Perſon amongſt them, The . 
England, p.33. Presbyterians generally hold the Church of England to 
be a true Church, though defe@ive in its Order and Diſ- 
cipline. And thus it's acknowledged in the name of 
the reſt by one that undertakes their Defence, and 
Non-Confor- would defend them in their Separation, We acknow- 
—_— aq ledge the Church of England to be a true Church, and 
that we are Members of the ſame viſible Charch with 
them. And this they do not only barely aſlert, but do 
undertake to prove: This is done by the old Non-' 
Conformilts, in their Confutation of the Browniſts, 


who 


SAX 


who thus begin, That the Church of England 3s a true A grave and 
Church of Chriſt and ſuch an one, 4 from which whoſoe- mp _ 
ver wil tingly and willingly ſeparateth himſelf, cutteth him- p. 57: 
ſelf off from Chriſt, we doubt not but the indifferent Rea- 
der may be perſwaded by theſe Reaſons following : 
t « x, We enjoy and joyn together in the uſe of 
« thoſe outward means, which God hath ordained 
« jn his Word for the gathering of a viſible Church, 
« and have been effeCtual to the unfeigned converſion 
« of many, as may appear both by the other fruits of 
« Faith, and by the Martyrdom which ſundry have 
« endured that were Members of our Church, ec. 

2. *« Our whole Church maketh profeſſion of the 

« true Faith. The Confeſſion of our Church, toge- 
« ther with the Apology thereof, and thoſe Articles of 
« Religion which were agreed upon in the Convoca- 
< tion-Houſe, Ar. 1562. (whereunto- every Miniſter 
« of the Land is bound to ſubſcribe) fo far forth as 
« they contain the Confeſſion of Faith and the Do- 

« Grine of the Sacraments, do prove this evidently, ec. 

So Mr. Ball: Whereſoever we ſee the Word of Godl Friendly Try» 
truly taught and profeſſed in Points fandamental, and _— Se- 
the Sacraments for ſubſtance rightly adminiſtred, there parat c. 13. 
is the true Church of Chriſt, though the health and 9: 3%* 

ſoundueſs of it may be crazed by many errours in Dp- 
Frine, corruptions in the Worſhip of God; and evils in 
the life and manners of men. As much as this is alſo a Letter of 
affirmed in the Letters paſſed betwixt the Miniſters of. many miniſters 
Old England and New England, It is ſimply neceſſary to \, CO 
the being of a. Church that it be laid upon Chriſt the foun- New England. 
dation, which being done, the remaining of what 3s for- P: 24 
bidden, or thewant of what is commanded cannot put 
the Society fromthe Title or Right of a true Church. 

And it we enquire into the judgment of the pre- 
ſent Non-Conformilſts, we ſhall find them likewiſe ar- 


guing. 
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| Ferubaal ; Or, guing for it: Thus the Author of Fernbbaal, &< The 


The Pleader Es UP" 
Impleaded, p. © Eflentials conſtitutive of a true Church, a re, r. 


13.& 27, © The Head; 2: The Body; 3. The Union that is 
| « between them: Which three concurring in the 

« Church of England, Chriſt being the profeſled Head, 

* She being Chriſt's profeſI:d Body, and the Catho- 

« lick Faith being the Union-band whereby they are 

< coupled together, She cannot 1n juſtice be denied a 

true (though God knows far from a pure) Church. 

If we ſhould proceed in this Argument, and conſi- 

der the Particulars, I might fill a Volume with Teſti- 

monies of this kind. The Doctrine of the Church is 
univerſally held to be true and found , even. :the 

Browniſts own'd it of old in their calm mood, who 

Browniſts A- declare, We teſtifie to all men by theſe Preſents, That we 
3a 7: % have not forſaken any one Point of the true, ancient, A- 
poſtolick, Faith profeſſed in our Land. but hold the ſame 

grounds of Chriſtian Religion with them. See more in 

Bayly's Diſlwaſfive, c. 2. p. 20. 33. and Dr, Stillingfleet's 
Unreaſonableneſs of Separation, part 1. Jg. 9. p. 3r: 

The Preſbyterians (if I may ſo call them for diſtin&i- 

Diſcourſe, $. on fake) do owne it, So M* Corbet, The Dodrin of 
21: P43: Faith and Sacraments by Law eſtabliſhed is heartily recei- 
Preface to 5. wed by the Non-Conformiſts. So M* Baxter, As for the 
Dilp. p-s Do@rin of the Church of England, the Biſhops and their 
Followers from the firſt Reformation begun by Edward 

the VI, were ſound in Dodrine, adhering to-the Augu- 

ftan method expreſsd now in the Articles and Homilies, 

they differed not in any conſiderable Point from thoſe 

whom they called Puritans, The like is affirmed by the 

Peace-Offer- Independents, The (, onfeſſon of the Church of England, 
y <.oSig »,. declared in the Articles of Religion, and berein what 3s 
xter's Defence purely DoFrinal, we fully embrace As to the Worſhip, 


- Cures they owne it for the matter and ſubſtance to be good, 

« Þ- 64. ; : 
& pare 2. p. 3. & adſworth in his Separation, yer no Schiſm, p. $0, 62, Mr. Troughtor's 
Apology for rhe Non-Con-formilts, c. 3. p. 106. 


and 
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and for Edification. So theold Non-Conformiſts, as M* Letter 25. on 
Hilderſham, There is nothing in our Aſſemblies, but we may Jobs, $. 338+ 
receive profit by it, &c. And again, There 3s nothing done 
in God's Publick Worſhip among ws, but what is done by the 
Inflitution, Ordinance and Commandment of the Lord. 
So among the preſent, it is own'd by both Preſbyteri- 
ans and Independents; by the former in the Moring- 
Exerciſe, Why may it not be ſuppoſeable, that Chriſtians Yoming-Ex- 
may be moved by reaſonable conſiderations to attend the ns OY 
Publick Forms, the ſubſtantial parts of them being thought 
agreeable to a Divine Inſtitution, though in ſome Cir- 
camſtantials too diſagreeable. So it's acknowledged, 7o:gton's A 
That i private Meetings the ſame Do@rine and Wor- ** P: 194 
ſhip is uſed as in the Pariſh Churches, only ſome Circum- 
ſtances aud. Ceremonies omitted, By the latter, We Peace-Offer-. _ 
know full well that we differ in nothing from the whole "8 P- 17- 
form of Religion eſtabliſhed in England, but ozly in ſome 
few things in outward Worſhip. But I ſhall have fur- 
ther occaſion to. treat of this under the third General. 
As for the Miniſtry of the Church, 1. It is acknow- 
ed to be true, and for ſubſtance the ſame which : 
Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed. So M* Bradſhaw, 1 affirm, Unreafonable- 
That the. Miniſtry of our Church- Aſſemblies ( howſoevey nets of the Se-. 
it may- in ſome particular parts of the execution happily P90, Þ-10, 
be defi& re in jorme places ) is for the ſubſtance thereof 
that. very ſame Miniſtry which Chriſt hath ſet in bis 
Church. This he ſpeaks, as be faith, of thoſe that do 
"mg and conform according to the Laws of the 
rate. | | M7 
2. That they bave all things neceſlarily belonging 
to their Office 3 ſo the grave and modeſt Confutation 


mainta! The preaching of the whole truth of God's Grave and mo- 
IT P g of f dcft Confurar. 


Word, and wotbing bus it 5 the ad miniſtration. of. the P. 28, 
Sacraments aud of pubtick Prayer, as they are all parts 
ef the Minifters Office preſcribed 4 the Ward. ſo they 


are. 


[8] 
are all appointed to our Miniſters by the Law. 

3. They owne, That all the defeRts in it, whether 
in their Call or Adminiſtration, do not nullifie the Of- 
fice. Thus much M" Bradſhaw doth contend for, 

Unreaſonable- So 122ny of our Miniſters (who in the Bookof Ordina- 
i hong tr. £0n are called Prieſts and Deacons) as in all Points 
concerning the ſubſtance of their Miniſtry, are qualified 
according to the intent of the Laws, have their Offices, 
Callings, Adminiſtration and maintenance, for the ſub- 
ſtance thereof ordained by Chriſt. And yet I deny not, 
but there may be ſome accidental defcFs, or ſuperfluities 
in or about them all; yet ſuch as do not, or cannot be 
proved to deſtroy the nature and ſubſtance of any of 
therr. This is maintained at large in the Letter of the 
Miniſters in Old England, &c. p. 86, 87. 

And the like is alſo affirmed even by thoſe of the 
Congregational way, ſo the Brethren in their Apolo- 
gy, The unwarrantable power in Church-Governonurs did 
ever work in any of us any other thought, much leſs o- 
pinion, but that the Miniſtry thereof | of the Engliſh 
Cotton's Infant Churches] was a true Miniſtry. So M* Cotton, The 
- "lk P. power whereby the Miniſters in England do admini- 

ſter the Word and Sacraments, is either ſpiritual and 
proper, eſſential to their Calling, or adventitions and ac- 
cidental. The former they have received from ( vriſfs 
&c. The latter from the Patron who preſents, or the Bi- 
ſhop who ordains, &c. Whoever has a mind to ſee 
their Ordination defended may conſult Jus Divinum 
Miniſterii Evangelici, part 2. p. 12, 16, 17, 25, &c. Jus 
Divinum R:gim. Eccleſ. p. 264, &*c. Cawdry's Indepen- 
dency a great Schiſm, p. 116. and his Defence of it, 
P- 35» 37+ | CR 

Thus far therefore we ſee how far it is agreed, that 
the Church of Erglend is a true Church 1n its Do- 
Arine, Worſhip and Miniſtry. But when we come 


to 


Apologet.Nar- 
ration, p. 6. 
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to conſider what the Church is they own thus to be 
true, there we ſhall find that they do differ. The + Jus Divinum 
Preſbyterians generally own a National Church, and Minil. Evare- 
have writ much in the behalf of it, as may be ſeen 712, , 
- . Hay” BrinſlysChurc 
in the Books quoted in the Margin * : others look rentdy,p. 41; 
uporit asa prudential thing, and what may lawfully 42: — 
be complyed with 5 So Mr. Tombs || It is no more nl great 
againſt the Goſpel to term the believers of England the Schiſm, p. 50, 
Church of England, than it is to term believers through- 39, "77.. 

: ; x wes I| Theodulia, Or 
out the World the Catholick Church 5, nor is it more un- juft defence. 
fit for us, to term our ſelves Members of the Catholick 15, 15. Pre- 


Church 8 nor is there need to ſhew any inſtitution of our NIN 


| Lord, more for the one than the other. 


Bur thoſe that will not own it to be a true Church *creſton'srefor- 
in reſpeCt of ſuch a conſtitution, or that ſpeak doubt- Mauonno © 
fully of 1t,do yet afſert as much of the Pariſh Churches. 2a Beckile- 
Its acknowledged by all, that the diſtribution into < clouded, 
Pariſhes is not of divine but humane inſtitution ; TG 
but withal,its thought by ſome ® agreeable to the rea- depend.agrear 
ſon of the thing, and ſomewhat favoured by Scri- 29mP: 132: 
pture, and by experience has been found to be of Church-Refor- 
ſuch convenience, advantage, and ſecurity to Reli- M199 4 
gion, that a perſon of great eminence hath more pleafor Peace, 
than once ſaid * ; I doubt not but he that will preſerve Epilt. 

"oy "War" erm. on Gal. 
Religion here in its due advantages, muSt endeavour 5 Cv 2. 
to preſerve the ſoundneſs, concord and honour of the Defence p. 21. 
Pariſh Churches, And another very worthy per- Pf bis Hf ao 
ſon faith ©, that the nullifying and treading down the coun at 
Pariſh Churches is a Popiſh Deſign, But whate- Principles, &c. 
ver opinion others may have of that Form, yet —_ 
all of one ſort and another, agree that the Church- 25. 
es ſo called, are or may be true Churches. . This Poughton's A- 
was the general opinion of the old Non-Conformiſts, P% P. 193: 
Thus faith a late Writer, who, though he is unwilling 
to grant that they did own the National Church 
to be a true Church, yet _ admit (as he needs 


muſt 


[10] 
muſt at leaſt) that they did own the ſeveral Pariſhes 
or Congregations in England to be true Churches, both 
in reſpe# of their conſtitution, and alſo in reſpe# of 
their doGrine and worſhip, and that there were in then 
0 ſuch intolerable corruptions, as that all Chriſtians 
ſhould fly from them. And even thoſe that were in 
Other reſpe&s oppoſite enough to the Church, did 
Defence of his ſo declare; Jt was, faith Mr. Baxter , the Pariſh 
Cure, Part 2 Churches that had the Liturgy , which Mr. B, Jacob 
o# aa the Father of the Congregational party wrote for com- 
V. Letter of yyunjon with, againſt Fr. Johnſon, and in reſpuF to 
— w. which he called them Separatiſts againſt whom he wrote. 
to New, p.49. The ſame 1 may ſay of Mr. Bradſhaw, Dr. Ames, and 
other Non-Conformiſts, whom the Congregational Bre. 
thren think were favourable to their way. 
And if we will hearken to the aboveſaid Author, 
Apol.c. 4. p. he faith again and again, that the general ſence of the 
117. preſent Non-Conformiſts both Miniſters and People, is, 
that the Pariſhes of England generally are true Church. 
es, both as to the matter of them, the people being Chri- 
ſtians 5, and as to the form, their Miniſters being true 
Miniſters, ſuch as for their do@Frine and manners de- 
ſerve not to be degraded. But leſt he ſhould be thought 
to incline to one (ide, I ſhall produce the teſtimony 
| of ſuch as are of the Congregational way. As for 
Defence of his thoſe of New- England » Mr. Baxter doth ſay , that 
Cure, Part 2: thezr own expreſſions ſignify that they take the Engliſh 
Þ. 177% Pariſhes that have godly Miniſters for true Churches 
Way cleared, though faulty. Mr. Cotton profeſleth that Robinſon's 
| bog denial of the Pariſhional Churches to be true Churches, 
was never received into any heart amoneſ} them ; and 
His Letter,p.3- Otherwhere ſaith, we dare not deny to bleſs the womb 
printed 1641+ 4 hat bare us, and the paps that gave us ſuck. 
V.Hoober's Sur- The five Diſſenting Brethren do declare, We have 
vey, Preface, this ſincere profeſſion to make before God and the 
*pat 1'P- 47* World, that all the conſcience of the defilements in the 


Church | 


i 
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Church of England, &c. did never work in us any 0- 

ther thought, much leſs opinion, but that mmltitndes of the 

Aſſemblies and Parochial Congregations thereof, were the 

true Churches and Body of Chriſt. To come ffearer, Dr. 

T. Goodwin doth condemn it as anerror in thoſe who On the EpheC, 
hold particular Churches (thoſe you call Pariſh-Church- - doe 450; 
es) to be no true Churches of Chrift, and their Minj- 


ſters to be no true Miniſters, and upon that ground for 


bear all (hurch-Communion with them in hearing, or in 
any other Ordinance, &c. and faith, I acquitted my ſelf 
[ before] from this, and my Brethren in the Miniſtry. 
But the Church of Ergland is not only thus 
acknowledged a true Church, but hath been al- 
ſo looked upon as the moſt valuable in the World ; 
whether we conſider the Church it ſelf, or thoſe 
that miniſter in it. The Church it ſelf, of which 
the Authors of the grave and modeſt confutation 
thus write; All the known Churches in the world pag. 6. 
acknowledge our Chureh for their ſiſter, and give 
unto us the right hand of fellowſhip, &c Dr. Good. thid. 
win ſaith, If we ſhould not acknowledge theſe Churches ſo 
ſtated [1. e. Pariſh-Churches) to be the true Churches 


of Chriſt, and their Miniſters true Miniſters, and their 


order ſuch, and hold Communion with them too in the 
ſence ſpoken of, we muſt acknowledge no Church in all 
the Reformed Churches, &c, for they are all as full of 
mixture as ours. And Mr. F. Goodwin faith, that there Sion College 
was more of the truth and power of Religion in Eng- viſited, 
land, under the late Prelatical Government, than in 
all the Reformed Churches in the World beſides. If we 
would have a Character of the Miniſtry of the 
Church of England, as it was then, Mr. Bradſhaw Unreaſonable- 
gives it, Our Churches are not inferiour for number of EOOEES 
able men, yea and painful Miniſters, to any of the re- 
formed Churches of Chriſt in foreign parts, &c. And 

C 2 certainly 
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certainly the number of ſuch is much advanced fince 
his time, But I cannot fay more of this ſubject than 
Mr. Bexter's. I find 10 a page or two of an Author I muſt frequent- 
= —mamay= ly uſe, te which I refer the Reader. 
$6. p. 263. Before I proceed, 1 ſhall only make this inference 
from what hath been ſaid , that if the Church of 


England be a true Church, the Churches true 


Churches, the Miniſtry a true Miniſtry, the Do&rine 


ſound and Orthodox, the worſhip in the main good 
and allowable, and the defe&s ſuch as render not 
the Ordinances unacceptable to God, and ineffe&tu- 
al to us; I think there is much ſaid toward the pro- 
ving Communion with that Church lawful, and to 
Juſtifie thoſe that do join in it 3 which brings to the 
ſecond general, which 1s to conſider, 
2. What opinion the ſober and eminent Non-Con- 
formiſts have of Communion with the Church of 
Emgland ? And they generally hold, 
I. That they are not totally to ſeparate from it ; 
this follows from the former, and muſt be own'd by 
all them that hold ſhe is a true Church; for to own 
it to be ſuch , and yet to ſeparate totally from it 
would beto own and diſown it at the ſame time : So 
Papers for ac- ſay the members of the Aſſembly of Divines, Thus to 
comodation, depart from true Churches, is not to hold Communion 
Lead with them as ſuch, but rather by departing to declare 
Reaſonsfor the ther 10t to be ſuch. And ſaith Mr. Baxter, nothing 
Chriſtian Reli- 11:7 2parrant us to ſeparate ſrom a Church as no Church 
PREyy [which yet is the caſe in total ſeparation] but the 

want of ſomething eſſential to a (hurch : But if the 

Church have all things eſſential to it, it is a: tgue 
v.Annorations Church, and not to be ſeparated from. Wheat 
ou noe wy Church of Rox 1s called a true Church, its under- 
po MF ood in a metaphyſical or natural ſence, as a thief 

is a true man, and the Devil himſelf, though the Fa- 


ther 
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ther of lies, is a true ſpirit : But withal ſhe is a falſe 
Church (as M* Brinſly ſaith from Biſhop Hall) an He- arraignment 
retical, Apoſtatical, Antichriſtian Synagogue : And fo vfSchim,p.26. 
to ſeparate from her isa duty. But when the Church 
of England is ſaid to be a true Church, or the Paro- 
chial Churches true Churches, its 1n a moral ſenſe, 
as they are ſound Churches, which may fafely be 
communicated with. Thus doth D* Bryan make the Dwelling with 
oppoſition, The Church of Rome is a part of the uni- * 
werſal viſible Church of Chriſtians, ſo far as they pro- ; 
feſs Chriſtianity , and acknowledge Chriſt their head 3 
but it is the viſible ſociety of Traiterons Uſarpers, ſo 
far as they profeſs the Pope to be their Head, &c. From 
ihis Church therefore which is Spiritual Babylon, God's 
people are bound to ſeparate, &c. but not from Churches 
which have made ſeparation from Rome, as the reform- 
ed Proteſtant Churches in France, and theſe of Great 
Britain have done, in whoſe Congregations is found 
truth of Do@rine, a lawſul Miniſtry, and a people pro- 
ſeſſing the true Religion, ſubmitting to, and joyning to- 
gether in the true Worſhip of God. Such a ſeparati- 
on would (as has been ſaid).unchurch it. This would 
be to deny Chriſt holds Communion with it, or to 
deny Communion with a Church with which Chriſt 
holds Communion, contrary to a principle that is, [ 
think, univerſally maintained. © The errour of theſe 
<« men ſaith Mr. Brightman *, is full of evil, who do * On Rev.c.z, 
«in ſuch a manner make a departure from this MF ann, = 
« Church [by total ſeparation} as if Chriſt were quite Alten Vindiciz 
« baniſhed from hence, and that there could be no.” _ , fe- 
< hope of ſalvation to thoſe that abide there. Let = ON 
< theſe men conſider, that Chriſt's here feaſting with Vindication of 
« his members 3 will they be aſhamed to ſit at meat gem 
« there, where Chriſt is not aſhamed to fit ? Further, p. 130. 
this would be a notorious Schiſm, ſo the old- Non- C97 91 Jobr, 

Conformiſts* ** 
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* Grave confut. Conformiſts conclude ®, becauſe we have a true Church, 
b wjs In. conſeſting of a lawful Miniſtry, and a faithful people, 
dependency therefore they cannot ſeparate themſelves from us, but 
negeg pro- they muſt needs incur the moſt ſhameful and odious re- 
B53 proach of manifeſt Schiſm 5 for what is that, ſaith ano- 

* Brinſly's Ar- ther ®, but a total. ſeparation from a true Church £ This 
= 98-6 P laſtly, would ot diminiſh, but much increaſe the fault 
* Baily's difwa- of the ſeparation, as another faith © ; For it is a great- 
| c: 6.P- er ſin to depart from a Church, which I profeſs to be 
4 true, and whoſe miniſtry I acknowledge to be ſaving, 
than from a Church which I conceive to be falſe, and 

whoſe miniſters I take to have no calling from God, nor 

any bleſſing from his hand. This therefore is their 

avow'd principle, that total ſeparation from the 

Church is unlawful - And this the old Non-Confor- 

miſts did generally hold and maintain againſt the 

« Amevs Puri- Browniſts* 3 and the Dillenting Brethren did de- 
page: clare on their part ©, We have always profeſſed, and 
the Croſs, part that i thoſe times when the Churches of England were 
2. C.91.S.21. the moſt, either aFually overſpread with defilements , or 


Bax. Def.p.g5. : ; 
w ron \5* in the greateſt danger thereof, 8c. that we both did and 


p. 6. would bold Communion with them as the Church of 


Chriſt. And among the preſent Non-Conformiſts , 

ſeveral have writ for Communion with the Church 

againſt thoſe that ſeparate from 1t, and have in Print 

declared it to be their duty and their practice, So 

*Sacril. deſert. M" Baxter f, I conſtantly joyn in my Pariſh-Church 
Har in Liturgy and Sacraments. Its ſaid of M* Foſeph Al- 
8 The Life of [ez 8, That he as frequently attended on the publick 
wp A ; worſhip, as his opportunities and ſtrexugth permitted \ - 
fThe Do&rine Of Mr. Brinſley, that he ordinarily attended on the 
of Schum, P- Publick Worſhip. Dr. Cofizs faith as much of him- 
7 RY ſelf i Mr. Lye in his Farewell Sermon doth adviſe 
account, &©. his People to © attend the Publick Worſhip of God, 
*« to hear the beſt they could, and not to —_ 
w ut 


4 
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« but to do asthe old Puritans did thirty years before. * 

Mr. Cradacot in his farewel Sermon profeſſeth, That 

if that Pulpit was his djing Bed, he would earneſtly 

perſwade them to have a care of total ſeparation from 

the Publick Worſhip of God. Mr. Hichman freely de- Bonaſus Vapur 

clares, I profeſs where-ever I come, I make it my bu(p- ("5 Þ 113 | 

neſs toreconcile people to the publick, Aſſemblies, my con- ws 

ſeience would fly in my face if I ſhould do otherwiſe. 

And Mr. Corbet as he did hold Communion with the 

Church of Exglard *, fo faith, That the Presbyterj- * Account of 

ans generally frequent the Worſhip of God in the Pub- _— on na 

lick Aſſemblies '. Its evident then that it 1s their Contormiſts,p. 

principle, and we may charitably believe it is their? _. 

practice in Conformity to itt. Thus Mr. Corbet de- the Religion, 

clares for himſelf, © I own Pariſh-Churches, ha- &c- p- 33 _ 

« ving a competent Miniſter, and a number of cre- Cl ae" : 

« dible Profeſlors of Chriſtianity, for true Churches, Non-confor- 

«* and the Worſhip therein performed , as well in 7*s Pa for 

«* Common-Prayer as mn the Preaching of theWord,to KN P. 1. 

* bein-the main ſound, and good for the ſubſtance 

** or matter thereof: And I may not diſown the 

* ſame in my practice by a total negleCt thereof, for 

* my judgment and practice ought to be concordant. 

And if theſe two, judgment and practice, be not con- 

cordant, it would be impoſlible to convince men 

that they are in earneſt, or that they do believe 

themſelves while they declare againſt ſeparation and 

yet do keep it up. Thoſe good men therefore were won-confor 

aware of this, who met a little after the Plague and miſts Plea for 

Fire toconfider (faith Mr. Baxter) whether onr aFual aq 4 

forbearance to joyn with the Pariſh-Churches in the Sa- 

crament [and much more if 1t was total] »eight not 

tend to deceive men, and make them believe that we 

were for ſeparation fron them, and took their Commu- 

nion to: be unlawful : And upon the reaſons given _ 
they: 


161 


they agreed ſuch Communion to be lawful and 
meet, when it would not do more harm than good ; 
that is, they agreed that it was lawful in ict 


elf. 
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Irenicum , by 
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2. They hold that they are not to ſeparate fur- 
ther from ſuch a true Church, than the things that 
they ſeparate for are unlawful, or are conceived 
ſo to be; that is, thatthey ought togo as far as they 
can,and do what lawfully they may toward Commu- 
nion with 1t. For they declare ®, That to joy 7» 
nothing, becauſe they cannot joyn in all things, is a di- 
viding pradice, and not to do what they can do in 
that caſe is Schiſm, for then the ſeparation is raſh 
and unjuſt *. If therefore the Miniſterial Commu- 
nion be thought unlawful, and the Lay-Communi- 
on lawful, the unlawfulneſs of the former doth not 
bar a perſon from joyning 1n the latter. © The de- 
«* nying of aſſent and conſent to all and every thing 
« contained in the Book of Common-Prayer , doth 
< not gainſay the lawfulneſs of partaking in that 
« Worſhip, it being ſound for the ſubſtance in the 
* main, @*c. as a judicious perſon hath obſerved. 
This was the caſe generally of the old Non-Confor- 
miſts, who notwitbſtanding their excluſion from their 
Publick Miniſtry , held full Communion with the 
Church of England. We are told by a good hand, 
&« That as heretofore M* Parker, M* Knewſtubs, Mr 
« O4al, &c. and the many Scores ſuſpended in Queen 
« Elizabeth, and King James's Reign ; ſo alſo of Ja- 
« ter times, M* Dod, M* Cleaver, &c. were utterly a- 
« oainſt even Semi-Separarion 3 7. e. againſt abſenting 
themſelves from the Prayers and the Lord's Supper. 
So its affirmed of them by M* Ball, They have ever- 
more condemned voluntary Separation from the Con- 
greeations and Aſſemblies , or negligent hs of 

theſe 
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thoſe Publick, Prazers. And ſome of them earneſtly urge 
pre(s the People to prefer the publick ſervice before x. xogwss 7. 
the private, and to come to the beginning of the Treariſes. Tr. 
Prayers, as an help to ſtir up Gods Graces, ec. And 7: © # P04 
others did both receive the Sacrament, and exhort 

others ſo to do, as I ſhall afterward ſhew. Again, 

it in Lay-Communion any thing is thought to be 

unlawful, that is no reaſon againſt the things that are 

lawful 3 This was the caſe of many of the godly and 

learned Non-Conformilts in the laſt age, as we are 

told, That were 'perſwaded in their Conſciences , that Ma - 
they could not hold Communion with the Church of G,. yo = 
England, 7 receiving the Sacrament kneeling without 

Sins yet did they not ſeparate from her. Indeed in 

that particular a& they withdrew, but yet ſo, as they 

held Communion with her in the reſt. And thus much 

18 owned by thoſe of the preſent age, as one declares | 
« The Church of Erglard being a true Church (fo 7,,45.41 p. 
« that a total ſeparation from her 1s unwarrantable) 28. 30. 

« therefore Communion with her in all parts of real 

« folemn Worſhip , wherein I may joyn with her, 

« without either let or ſin, is a duty. So another 

ſaith of them 3 They are ready and deſirous to return Tovghtons A 
to a full union with the Pariſhes when ever the obſtacles **' ® 07 
ſhall be removed. And again, They hold Communion 

with the Pariſhes, not only in Faith and Do@rine, but 

alſo in at s of worſhip, where they think they can law- 

fully do it. This thoſe of the Congregational way 

do alſo accord to, that they ought in all lawful things 

to communicate with the Churches of Exgland ; not 

only in obedience to the Magiſtrate (in which caſe 

they alſo acknowledge it to be their duty as well as — 
others) but alſo as they are true Churches and (oe m4” 
therefore plead for the\lawfulneſs of hearing the eſta- preſent uſe, p. 
bliſhed Miniſtry, and undertake to anſwer the ob- 4; 594 5: 


agg Mr.Read'sCaſe, 
D Jecions p. ig. 
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jetions brought againſt it, whether taken from the 
* Burroughs I- Miniſters ordination * or lives, or the Church in 
reaican,P-183- which they are Miniſters, &c. as you may find them 
Lawfulnefs of in Mr. Robinſon's Plea for it of old : and Mr. Nje's 
— oft of late, as they are Printed together. Upon the con- 
ſters of the ideration of which thelatter of theſethus concludes, 
_ Eng- « In moſt of the miſper{waſions of theſe latter times, 
Mes Caſe, p. © by which men's minds have been corrupted, I find, 
24, 25s *in whatſoever they differ oneirom another, yet in 
< this they agree, That it's unlawſul to hear in pub- 

« lick; which I am perſwaded is one con{tant deſign 

« of Satan in the variety of ways of Religion he hath 

« ſet on foot by Jeſuits amongſt us. Let us there. 

« fore be the more aware of whatſoever tends that 

Theodutez Or, way. Of this Opinion allo is M* Towbs (though 
Creating che. he continued an Anabaptiſt) who has writ a whole 
c 10.5. 15. p. Book to defend the Hearing of the preſent Miniſters 
CO 95-5 of England, and toward the Cloſe of the Work hath 
given forty additional Reafons for it, and in oppoſi- 
tion to thoſe he writes againſt doth affirm, Szre, if 

the Church be called Mount Sion from the preaching 

of the Goſpel, the Aſſemblies of England may be called 

Sion, Chriſt's Candleſticks and Garden, as well as any 

Chriſtians in the World. 1 ſhall conclude this with 
woe cght oo what M* Robinſon faith in this Caſe 3 viz. For my 
Hearing, &c. ſelf thus I believe with my heart before God, and profeſs 
P- ut. \ with my tongue, and have before the World, that I have 
one aud the ſame Faith, Spirit, Baptiſm and Lord, 

which 1 had in the Church of England, and none 9- 

ther ; that 1 eſteem ſo many in that Church, of what 

ſtate or Order ſoever, as are truly Partakers of that 

Faith (as I account thouſands to be) for my Chriſtian 

Brethren , and my ſelf a Fellow-member with them, 

ef that one Myſtical Body of Chrift, ſcattered far and 

wide throughout the World : that T have always in ſpi- 

rit 
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rit and affeFion, all Chriſtian Fellowſhip and Commu- 
nion with them, and am moſt ready in all outward Ai- 
ons and Exerciſes of Religion, lawful and lawfully 
done, to expreſs the ſame : And withal, that I am per- 
ſwaded the hearing of the Word of God there preached 
in the manner and upon the grounds formerly mentioned, 
both lawful, and upon occaſion neceſſary for me and all 
true Chriſtians , withdrawing from that Hierarchical 
Order of Church-Government and Miniſtry, and the 
uniting in the Order and Ordinances inſtituted by 
Chriſt, Thus far He. 

From what hath been ſaid upon this Head we may 
obſerve, that though thefe Reverend Perſons do go 
upon different Reaſons, according to the Principles 
they eſpouſe, though they agree not in the Conſtitu- 
tion of Churches, ec. yet they all agree that the 
Parochial Churches are or may be (as I have obſer- 
ved before) true Churches of Chriſt, that Commu-- 
nion with ſuch Churches is lawful, and that we are 
togo asfar as we can toward Communion with them. 
Though they differ about the Notion of Hearing, as 
whether it be an At of Communion, and about the 
Call of thoſe they hear, yetthey all agree in thelaw- 
fulneſs of it. And therefore to ſeparate wholly in 
this Ordinance, and from the Parochial Churches as 
no Churches, are equally condemned by all. 

3. They hold, that they are not to ſeparate from a 
Church for unlawful things, if the things accounted 
unlawful are not of fo heinous a nature as to un- 
church a Church, and affe&t the Vitals of Religion ; 
or are not impoſed as neceſſary terms. of Commu- 
nion. 

r. If the Corruptions are ſuch as do not un- 
church a Church, or- affe& the vital parts of Reli- 
gion. So ſaith M* Toby, *:Not every, not many 

D 2 « Corruptions 
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« Corruptions of ſome kind do un-church , there 
« being many in Faith, Worſhip and Converſati- 
« on in the Churches of Corinth, and ſome of the 
« Seyen Chuxches of Aſ/a, who yet were Gol- 
« den Candleſticks, amidſt whom Chriſt did walk. 
« But ſuch general, avowed, unrepented of erroutrs 
*jn Faith, as overthrow the foundation of Chriſtian 
« Faith, to wit, Chriſt the only Mediator betwixt 
« God and man, and ſalvation by him, Corruptions of 
« Worſhip by Idolatry, in Life by evil manners, as are 
« utterly inconſiſtent with Chriſtianity, till which in 
« whole or 1n part they are not unchurched, For till 
then the Corruptions are tolerable, and fo afford no 
Juſt reaſon to diſſolve the Church, or to depart from 
it. So M* Bri»ſley, Suppoſe ſome juſt grievances may 
be found among us, yet are they tolerable 2 If ſo, then 
3s Separation on this ground intolerable, unwarranta- 
ble : in as much as it ought not to be, but upon a very 
great and weighty cauſe, and that when there is no reme- 
dy. So M* Noyes, © Private Brethren may not ſepa- 
« rate from Churches or Church-Ordinances, which 
<« are not fundamentally defe&tive, neither in Do- 
« qrine or Manners, Hereſy or Prophaneſs. To all 
which add the Teſtimony of D* Owen and M* Cotton. 
The former aſſerts, © That many errours in Doctrine, 
5 diſorders in facred Adminiſtrations, irregular 
<« walking in Converſation, with negle& and abuſe 
<* of Diſcipline in Rulers, may fall outin ſome Chur- 
« ches, and yet,not evacuate their Church-ſtate, or 
« jive ſufficient warrant to leave their Communion, 
* and ſeparate from them. The latter ſaith, U- 
leſs you find in the Church Blaſphemy, or Idolatry, or 
Perſecution | that 1s, ſuch as is intolerable] there is no 
Juſt graund of ſeparation. © Fhis 1s univerſally own'd :. 
Butif any one ſhould-yet continue =, 

him 
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bim but peruſe the Catalogue of the faults of nine 
Churches in Scripture, colle&ted by M* Baxter, and 
I perſwade my ſelf he will think the Concluſion in- 
ferr'd from it to be juſt and. reaſonable. Obſerve, Cure of 
ſaith he, that mo one member 7s.in all theſe Scriptures, Church-Divi- 
or any other, commanded to come out and ſeparate from age _ _ 
any of all theſe Churches, as if their Communion in 
Worſhip were unlawful. And therefore before you ſepa. ® 
rate from any as judging Communion with them unlaw- 
ful, be ſure that you bring greater reaſons for it thar 
any of theſe recited were. 

2. They are not to ſeparate, if the Corruptions 
are not ſo made the Conditions of Communion, 
that they muſt neceſſarily and unavoidably commu- 
nicate in them. M* V7zes ſpeaks plainly to both of On the Sacra-- 
theſe, © The Church may be corrupted many ways, 3 P: 239: 
« jn DoGrine, Ordinances, Worſhip, &-c. And there 
« are degrees of this Corruption, the Dodtrine in 
« ſome remote Points, the Worſhip in ſome Rituals 
« of mans invention or cuſtom. How many Chur- 
« ches do we find thus corrupted, and yet no Separa- 
& tion of Chriſt from the Jewiſh Church, nor any 
«© Commandment to the Godly of Corinth, ec. toſe- 
« parate. I muſt in ſuch a Caſe avoid the Corrupti- 
<« on, hold the Communion----- But if Corruptions: 
& jnvade the Fundamentals, the foundation of Do- 
« Ctrine is deſtroyed, the Worſhip is become idola- 
« trous;z and what is above all, if the Church im- 
< poſe ſuch Laws of her Communion as there is a ne-- 
« ceſſity of doing or approving things unlawful, in- 
« that Caſe, Come out of Babylon. The Churches 
<« of Proteſtants ſo ſeparated from Rome. 

But if the things be not of fo heinous a- nature, 
nor thus ſtriftly required, then Communion with a: 
Church under defetts is lawful, and may. be a Duty.. 

So. 
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' Account of the 
Principles of 
N. C. p. 8. and 
Diſcourſe of 


ka 
So faith M* Corbet in the name of the preſent Non- 


Conformiſts, We hold not our ſelves obliged to forſake 2 
true Church as no Church for the corruptions and diſorders 


Religion,$-15- fund therein, or to ſeparate from its Worſhip for the to- 


Þ 33+ 


Irenicum, C. 23s 
. Þ- 162, 163+ 


lerable faults thereof, while our perſonal profeſſion of ſore 
errour, or pradice of ſome evil is not required as the 
terms of our Communion. And M* Burroughs himſelf 
doth grant as much and more 3 for he ſaith, © Where 
< theſe Cauſes are not | viz. the being conſtrained to 
profeſs, believe or practiſe contrary to the Rule of 
Faith, or being deprived of means altogether neceſ- 
ſary, or moſt expedient to ſalvation] *but men may 
* communicate without fin, profeſling the truth, and 
« enjoy all Ordinances, as the Free-men of Chriſt ; 
« Men mult not ſeparate from aChurch, though there 
« be corruption 1n it, to gather into a new Church, 
* which may be more pure, and in ſome reſpects 
< more comfortable. And as though ſuch corrupti- 
ons ſhould be impoſed as terms of Communion, yet 
if not actually impoſed upon us, oxr communicating in 
the true part of God's Worſhip is never the worſe for the 


ſaid impoſition, as long as we do not communicate in 


The Unreaſon- thoſe corruptions, as M* Bradſhaw doth argue : $0 


ableneſs of rhe 


Separation, p. 
107. 


Ferugbaal, Ps 
12. 


though they ſhould be impoſed and be unavoidable 
to all that are in Communion, that is not a ſufficient 
reaſon for a total ſeparation, as it is alſo own'd ; for 
faith one, When the corruptions of a Church are ſuch as 
that one cannot communicate with her without ſin una- 
woidably, that ſeems to me tobe a juſt ground, though not 
of a poſitive yet of a negative, though not of a total yet of 
4 partial ſeparation; it may be a juſt ground for the 
leſſer, but isnot ſo for the greater. 

Suppoling then the corruptions in a Church not to 


be of an heinous nature, not reſpetting the Funda- 


- mentals of Religion ; ſuppoſing again they are not 


neceſlarily 
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neceſſarily impoſed and unavoidable, then Separation 
for the ſake of ſuch is unwarrantable. But to make 
this the more uncontroulably evident, I fhall confi- 
der the Corruptions as they reſpe& Worſhip, or - 
Diſcipline. In Worſhip, I ſhall conſider the defects of 
It, int ſelf, in the Miniſtration, the Miniſters and thoſe 
that joyn with it, and ſhew that theſe do not diſo- 
blige from Communion in it, and attendance upon it. 

1. The defe&ts of Worſhip, if not effential, are &F. x. 
conliſtent with Communion, and no juſt reaſon for 
withdrawing from it. This the Browniſts did ac- 4pol. p. 7. 
knowledge with ſome qualification, © Neither count 
« welt lawful for any member to forſake the Fellow- 

*« ſhip of the Church, for blemiſhes and imperfecti- 

«* ons, which every one, according to his Calling, 

* ſhould ſtudiouſly ſeek to cure, &c. So M* Cottor, Expoſ. on 1 
Suppoſe there were and are ſundry abuſes in the Church, Epi*. Job. p. 
yet it was no ſafe ground of Separation. When the Sons *” 

of Eli corrupted the Sacrifices of God, their ſin was 

great, yet it was the ſin of the people to ſeparate and ab- 

hor. Thus a Reverend Perſon in his Farewel Sermon =ng!ana's Re- 
doth rightly inſtruG his Auditors, © A means to hold pembrancer, 
« faſt what you have received, is diligent attendance © F250 
« onthe publick Ordinances and Worſhip of God, if 

«* and when you can enjoy them in any meaſure ac- 

* cording to God's Will, though not altogether in 

« the manner you deſire, and they ſhould be admi- 

*« niſtred in, &c. Though I dare not adviſe you to 

« join in any thing that is in it ſelf, or in your judg- 

* ment evil, till you be ſatisfied about it; yet I muſt 

* adviſe you to take heed of Separation from the 

< Church, or from what is good, and God's own 

< Ordinance, &c. For the fuller proof of. which, it 

may not be amiſs to produce the ſeveral Arguments u- 


ſed by them in confirmation of this Truth. . As, 
Firs, 


_ —— 


Are. .. 


Confeihion of 


Faith, Art. 35. 


Comment on 
Fu it, VET. 4 9. 


His Life,p.111» 
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Firſt, To break off Communion, or to refuſe it 
for ſuch defefts, would be to look after a greater per- 
fection than this preſent ſtate will admit of. So the 
Browniſts do declare, None is to ſeparate from a Church 
rightly gathered and eſtabliſhed for faults and corruptions 
which may, and, ſo long as the Charch conſteſteth of mor- 
tal men, will fall out and ariſe among them. And M* 
Jenkin argues upon this Principle, «Muſt not he who 
« will forbear Communion with a Church till it be 
< altogether freed from mixtures, tarry till the day of 
« Judgment, till when we have no promiſe that 
« Chriſt will gather out of his Church whatſoever 
< doth offend ? This was it that amongſt other reaſons 
conquer'd the prejudices of that Good Man M* F. 
Aller, and kept him from Separation, of which we 
have this Account, «© He knew of how great moment 
« jt was that the publick Worſhip of God ſhould be 
© maintained, and that its Aſſemblies ſhould not be 
« relinquiſhed, though ſome of its Adminiſtrations 
<« did not clearly approve themſelves unto him 3 be- 
* cauſe upon the account of ſome imperfeCtions and 
<« pollutions in them, ſuppoſed or real, to withdraw 
« Communion , 1s evidently to ſuppoſe our ſelves 
« join'd before our time to the heavenly Aſſembly, 
< or to have found ſuch an one upon Earth exempt 
<« from all mixtures and imperfeftions of Worlhip- 
<* pers and Worſhip. The want of this prudent con- 
dhcetion makes many to expect more than can be 
expected, and to look upon every deteCt or corrupti- 
on as intolerable ; to prevent which therefore M:* 
Baxter doth give this Advice to his Brethren, Teach 
them to know that all men are imperfe# and faulty, and 
fo is all mens Worſhip of God 5 and that he that will 
mot communicate with faulty Worſhip muſt renounce 
Communion with all the World, and all with him. 

Secondly, 
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Secondly,They argue,our Saviour and the Apoſtles Arg, 2. 
did not ſeparate from defeQive Churches and Wor- 
ſhip, but communicated in it notwithſtanding the 
corruptions, and therefore its not unlawful for others 
fo todo. No doubt it was written for our inſtrudtion, 
faith a Reverend Perſon, our Lord Feſus Chriſt ("who Englands Re- 
24s as zealows for purity in God's Worſhip, as much a. Tembrancer, 
gainſt corrupt mixtures of mens inventions therein as gg, © 
h. cau pretend to be) uſed to attend on the publick | 

orſhip in his time, notwithſtanding the many cor- M [ 
ruptions brought into it. That he went into their Aſ- 
ſemblies not to joyn in any Worſhip, but only to bear 
witneſs againſt their corruptions, is no where written 3 
but rather the contrary is held forth in Scripture, when 
he acknowledgeth himſelf a member of the Church of the 
Jews, approves of and juſtifies their Worſhip, as right 
for ſubſtance, that ſalvation might be attained therein, 
which he denies to be attainable in any other Worſhip, 
John 4. 22. we know (including himſelf amongſt thoſe 
that worſhipped God aright) what we worſhip, for ſal- 


_ vation is of the Fews. This is ſufficiently proved by 


many *?, that Chriſt did communicate with _— * Balls Tryal, 
iſh Church, and is granted as well by thoſe of the *: '3* 
Congregational as * Preſbyterial way - And yet Do- ' The platform 
Arine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip were much corrupt- y,, z141and, 
ed, of which M* Hzilderſham doth give a ſpecimen &, c. 14. s. 8. 
but eſpecially D* Bryaz 4; © There were many great Prog __ 
« corruptions in the Church of the Jews in Chriſt's 166. © * 
<% time, the Prieſts and Teachers were ignorant and *Pwelling with 
« wicked, and had a corrupt and unlawful entrance "al 
« into their calling 3 and the People were like to 
* the Prieſt, generally notoriouſly and obſtinately __ / 
« ungodly 3 and the Worſhip uſed in that Church 
6 was wofully corrupt, many ſaperſtitious Ceremo- 
* nies, the obſervation whereof were more ſtrialy £ 
E urged, 


[26] 
© urged, than the Commandments and Ordi- 
& nances of God, the Temple made a Den of 
<< Thieves, the Diſcipline and cenſures ſhamefully a- 
* buſed, the Doctrine was corrupt in many points 5 
« yet the word tells you, Chriſt (whoſe example it 


- « binds you to follow, and you profeſs your ſelves 


Ibid. 


The Unreaſo- 
nablenels of 


aration, P. 


104. 


Non-Confor- 


miſts no Schil- 
 maticks, Þ» 15, 


« followers of him in all imitable things) made no 
« ſeparation from this Church, profeiied himſelf a 
« Member of it, was by Circumciſion incorporated 
« 2 Member, received Baptiſm in a Congregation of 
« that People, was a hearer of their common Service 
« and their Teachers, allowing and commanding his 
« Diſciples to hear them, communicated in the Paſ[- 
< gver with the People and the Prieſt; no more did 
< his Apoſtles make ſeparation from this Church af- 
« ter his Aſcenſion, till their day had its Period, ec. 
« By their example it appears, that till God hath 
«* forſaken a Church, no man may forſake it, @*c. 
So that we may conclude from hence with M*- Hil. 
derſham, Thoſe Aſſemblies that enjoy the Word and Do- 
Frine of Salvation, though they have many corruptions 
remaining in them,are to be acknowledged as true Church- 


es of God, and ſuch as none of the faithful may make 


Separation from. We ſhall need no further proof of 


this Dofrine than the example of our Saviour himſelf, 
@&-c. For why ſhould our Saviour uſe it if it was un- 
lawful 5 or why ſhould it be a Sin in #s, who have not 
ſach Eyes to pierce into the impicty of mans Traditions 
as he had, as M* Bradſhaw argues. 

The ſame meaſures were obſerved alſo by the Apo. 
files after the eſtabliſhment of the Chriſtian Church + 
This is not to be gainfaid, and ts therefore granted 
by one, in other things rigid. more than.enoughs © [ 
«* donot ſay that every corruption 1n a true Church, 
* is ſufficient ground of Separation from it : The 

* unſoundneſs 


a * 
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« anſoundneſs of many in the Church of Corinth, 

« touching the Doarine of the ReſurreCtion, and 

« jn Galatia touching the Dodtrine of Circumciſion, 

« and the neceſiity of keeping the Ceremonial Law, 

« were not ſufficient ground of Separation from them 

<« for the Apoſtles held Communion with them, not- 

« withſtanding theſe corruptions. Now by parity 

of reaſon it will follow, that if Separation was not to 

be allowed from thoſe corrupted Churches,then ſure- 

ly not from ſuch as are not ſo corrupted as they ; So 

M* Cawdrey pleads, Corinth had (we ſuppoſe ) greater Independ. a 

diſorders in it than are to be found (bleſſed be God) in gy ”_ mw / 

many of our Congregations 5, why then do they fly and ; 

ſeparate from us £ And if our Saviour and his Apo- 

ſtles did not ſeparate from ſuch Churches, much leſs 

ſhould we, who may without doubt ſafely follow 

the advice given by an Author above-quoted 3 When Englands Re- 

y0u are at a ſtand think how Chriſt would have carried, A 

what he would have done in the like caſe with yours, Ou 

and we may thereby be concluded. 

Thirdly, They further argue, that Chriſt doth Arg. 3. 

ſtill. hold Communion with defective Churches, and 

not reje&t the Worſhip for tolerable corruptions in 

it, and ſo neither ought we. It 1s ſuppoſed by a 

worthy perſon, that © there 1s no ſuch ſociety of Dr. 02's dif- 

« Chriſtians in the World, whoſe Aſſemblies, as to mor —_ 

<« inſtituted Worſhip, are fo rejefed by Chriſt, as to c. - p. 81. 

= & have a Bill of Divorce given untothem, until they © 
« are utterly as it were extirpate by the Providence 
& of God, e*c. For we do judge, that where-ever 
« the Name of Jeſus Chriſt is called upon, there is 
« Salvation to be obtained 3 however the ways of it 
* may be obſtructed unto the moſt by their own 
* fins and 'errorss And if this may be faid- of 
Churches, though fundamentally erroneous in Wors- 

E 2 ſhip, 


_ 
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"4 wh a- flip, then, who ſhall dare, as another ſaith; to judge 
POeP 119% 8 when Chriſt hath forſaken a People who ſtill profeſs his 

Name, and keep up his Worſhip for ſubſtance according 
to his word, though they do or are ſupp»ſed to fail in 
circumſtances or leſſer parts of duty £ Now, this grant- 
ed, the other will follow, that then we are not to 
Le&. 35. on ſeparate from ſuch Churches. Thus M* Hilderſhar 
41 wo nf we concluded of old from the praftice of Chriſt, and 
82.p. 384, Obſerves, 1. « So long as God continueth his word 
* and the Doftrine of Salvation to a People, ſo long 
< tt is evident that God dwells among them, and hath 
V. Dr. Bryan's ** not forſaken them, ec. And till God hath forſaken 
dvcling with © a Church, no man may forſake it. 2. No Separa- 
P23 «tion may be made from thoſe Aſſemblies, where 
« men may be aſſured to find and attain Salvation, 
* but men may be ſure to find and attain Salvation in 
* fuch Afſemblies, where the Miniſtry of his word, 
« and the Dofrine of Salvation 1s contained. So 
* on the Sacra- MI* Vines ©, The Argument, faith he, of M* Brightman 
ment, Þ. 243 25 Con tderable, if (rod afford bis Communion with a 
” toHeaven, Church by his own Ordinances, Grace and Spirit, it 
P- 36. would be unnatural and peeviſh in a Child to forſaks 
mM 5 Tem- 4, bis Mother, while his Father owns her for his Wife. 
p.79 TI might heap up Authorities of this kind, but ſhall 
Zentgn on Fudt content my ſelf with a conſiderable one from M* 
Dibeder's a. Cotton *, who reaſons after this manner ; © The pra- 
pa reply, p- « ice of the Browniſts 1s TY L_ 
« they ſeparate where Chriſt keeps fellowſhip, Rew. 
M =j : 13. lh 8. And that he walks with us we argue, becaufe 
"hoY "gg « he 1s ſtill pleaſed to diſpenſe to us the word of 
Mt "P: « life, and edifies many Souls thereby, and therefore 
« ſurely Chriſt hath fellowſhip with us; and ſhall 
<* man be more pure than his Maker ? where Chriſt 

« youchſafes fellowſhip ſha]l man renounce ut ? 
Upon this are grounded the wholeſome exhorta- 
tions 


T9 


UMI 


#5 


tions of many eminent Non-Conformilts, as that of 
M” Calamy 3 Tou muſt hold Communion with all thoſe Godly Nets 
Churches with which Chriit holds Communicn 3, you muſt = a 
ſeparate from the ſins of Chriſtians, but not from the 
Ordinances of Chriſt. Of M*" R. Allein 5 Excommu- Godly Mans 


nicate 20t then from you, excommunicate not your port1on,P.122» 


felves from them with whom Chriſt holds Communion, 


Judge not that Chriſt withdraws from all thoſe who are 2 _ a 
70t in every thing of your mind and way. * Methinks, \\; - = : 
ſaith a Reverend Perſon in his Farewel Sermon, Englands Re- 

* where a Church asto the maio, keeps the form of Menoregert 

«* ſound words, and the ſubſtantials of that Worſhip 455. 

«* which is Chriſts , ſome adjudged defects in order 

* cannot juſtifie ſeparation. I dare not diſmember 

* my ſelf from that Church that holds the head. [I 


« think whilſt Doctrine 1s for the main ſound, Chriſt 


.* ſtays with a Church ; and it is good ſtaying where 


<« he ſtays : I would follow him and not lead him, or 
« 90 before the Lamb. To ſuch we find a ſevere 
rebuke given very lately by a Reverend Perſon 5 Conrinuat. of 
Proud conceited Chriſtians are not contented to come Nome Exer. 
out and ſeparate from the unbelieving idolatrows World, ,,,, F 
but they will ſeparate alſo from the true (hurch of 
Chriſt, and caſt off all Communion with them who hold 
Communion with bim. 

Fourthly, They argue, that to ſeparate for ſuch de- Arg. 4. 
fets and corruptions would deſtroy all Communion. 
If this ſhould be, faith M* Bradſhaw- then no man can Unreal. of the 
preſent himſelf with a good Conſcience, at any publick,**2"®-P-193- 
Worſhip of God whereſoever 3 becauſe (except it ſhould 
be ftinted and preſcribed) he can have no aſſurance, but 
that ſome errours in matter and form will be committed. 
So MF Ball; © One man is of opinion, that a. pre- Tryal of the 
«* ſcribed Form 1s better than another ; another that et wo _ 


« a preſcribed Form 1s unlawful, ec. In theſe caſes, 137, 13% 
if 
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« if the leaſt errour do ſtain the Prayers to others, 


« that they may not lawfully joyn together, with 
« whom ſhall the faithful joyn at all ? Is not this to 
« fill the Conſcience with ſcruples, and the Church 
Sacrileg deſert. * with rents ? Such as theſe muſt, if they will be 
P- 95- true to their own Principles, renounce Communion 
Defence of his With all the World, and be like thoſe that M* Baxter 
Cure, part 1 te]l us he knows, that never Communicate with any 
py 67 Church, nor ever publickly hear , or pray, or Worſhip 
God at all, becauſe they think all your ways [ which he 
direfts to M* Bagſhaw and other Non-Conformiſts} 
of Worſhip to be bad. 

With this there can be no continuance in any 
Iren. c. 23 > Communion, ſo much M* Burroughs doth maintain ; 
ys « There would be no continuance in Church-fellow- 
« ſhip if this [a ſeparation from a Church for cor- 
< ruptions in it] were admitted 3 for what Church 
« is ſo pure, and hath all things ſo comfortable, but 
« within a while another Church will be more pure, 
« and ſome things will be more comfortable there ? 
| Upon the miſchievous conſequence of this did M- 
Godly Mans R, Alleir ground his laſt advice to his Pariſhioners ; 
4 if kei Deſtroy not, ſaith he, all Communion by ſeeking after 
a purer Church, than in this imperfe& eſtate we ſhall 
ever attain, According to this principle | no Conimn- 
2ion at all, if not in all | where ſhail we reſt ? In all 

ſociety ſomething will offend. 
With this, laſtly, there can be no Order, Union, 
Com. on Epheſ. or Peace in the Church; ſo M* Bains, a Perſon of 
© * 15297" great experience 3 Thjs [ſccking the Peace of Sior] 
reproveth ſuch as make a ſerejſuon or departure from 
the Church of God, our viſible Aſſemblies, either upon 
diſlike of ſome diſorders in admiſtration Eccleſ#aſtical, 
or diſallowed Forms, and manner of procuring things, 
which the (Communion of Saints for full complement 
and 
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and perfeFion requireth. This is not, in my conceit, 
ſo much to reform as to deform, to maſſacre the Body 
and divide the Head, &c. and will end in the. diſſo-: zwrion's Me- 
lution of all Church-Communion (if it be followed) morial, p- 78: 
as is notoriouſly evident in the caſe of M- R, Williams ah a 
of NewEngland, that for the ſake of greater puri- Def. of Cure, 
ty ſeparated ſo long, that he owned no Church nor P92: Pr 176 
Ordinances of God in-the World ; and at his moti- * 
on, the people that were in Communion with him 
diſſolved themſclves, as we have. the account from 
thence. This therefore is one, of the Dotrines we 
are to avoid, according to the prudent advice in a 
Book above-cited 3 © Doctrines crying up purity to Englands Re- 
« the ruine of unity, reje& 3 for the Goſpel calls fre ON 
< unity as well as purity. © gra Ts 
Fifthly. They argue, that to ſeparate upon fuch Arg. 5. 

an account isnot at all warranted in Scripture. Thus 
M* Cawdrey; © It is no duty of Chriſts impoſing, no tndepend. a 
« priviledge of his purchaſing, either to deprive a Schiſm, p.192. 
* mans felt of his Ordinances for other mens ſins, or 
* to ſet up a new Church in oppoſition, to a true 
«* Church, as no Church rightly conſtituted , for 
want of ſome reformation in lighter matters. Saith 
Mr. Blake, We read not of Separation in this way. | for y;11icie ſed. 
the ſake of abuſes and corruptions] approved, ror any ©: 31. p- 228: 
preſidents to go before us init 5 we read a heavy brand 
laid upon it, Jade 19. Theje be they who. ſeparate them» 
ſelves, ſenſual, not having the Spirit, $0 the Congre- 
gations in New-Ezgland declare z © The faithful in plaformotDi- 
* the Church of. Corinth, wherein were many un- pov neary New. 
«® worthy perſons and practices, are never commanded g"4." 
<* to abſent themſelves from the Sacrament becauſe of 
* the ſame 3 therefore the godly in like cauſes are not 
* preſently to ſeparate. It ſhauid rather have been in- 
ter'd, are not to-ſeparate, for ſo. much mult be _ 

7 | cluded. 


i. 
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cluded from the premiles, if any thing at all. This 
Temple mea- Is accordingly infer'd by Mr. Noyes 3 For Brethren to 
ſured, Þ-78: ſeparate from Churches and Church-Ordinances, which 
are not fundamentally defeFive, neither in Do@rine or 


7H Manners , in Hereſy or Prophaneneſs is contrary to 


tbe DoFrine and PraGice both of Chriſt and his Apo- 
files. Unto whom I ſhall add the teſtimony of Mr. 
Tweodulia anf. Tombs 5 © Separation from a Church ſomewhat erro- 
. ro Pref. $. 25- © neous Or corrupt in Worſhip or Converſation, ec. 
P- 48. * js utterly diſſonant from any of the rules or exam- 
« ples, which either of old the Prophets, or holy 
« men, or Chriſt and his Apoſtles have preſcribed, 
« is for the moſt part the Flt of Pride or bitter 
« Zeal, and tends to ſtrife and confuſion and every 

« evil work. 
Arg. 6. Sixthly, They argue, that there is no neceſlity for 
Separation for the ſake of ſuch corruptions, becauſe 
a Perſon may Communicate in the Worſhip without 
partaking in thoſe corruptions. It was the opinion 
Confer. Szvoy, Of the Preſbyterian Brethren at the Savoy-Conference, 
p- 12,13- that notonly the hearing, but the reading a defective 
Dre penrehe Liturgy was lawful to him, that by violence is ne- 
Cure, p.34,35- ceſſitated to offer up-that or none. And if there 
was a poſlibility of thus ſeparating the 'ſubſtance 
from the circumſtantial defects in the Miniſterial uſe 
of ſach Worſhip, much more may this be ſuppoſed 
to be done by thoſe that only attend upon, and 
are not obliged by any aQ of their own'to give an 
explicite conſent to all and every thing uſed in it. 
I. This ſeparation of the good from the bad in Di- 
Tryal of the vine Worſhip they grant poſfible. So Mr. BaJ, If ſoxee 
grounds, Oc gh;yos humane be mixed with Divine, a ſound Chriſti- 
of oa an muſt ſeparate the one from the other, and not caſt 
away what is of God as a nullity, fruitleſs, unprofitable, 
defiled, becauſe ſomewhat of men is annexed unto _ 
% tn 
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Tr the Body we can diſtinguiſh betwixt the ſubſtance 
and the ſickneſs which cleaveth untoit ;, betwixt the ſub- 
ſtance of a part or member, and ſome bunch or ſwelling, 
which is a deformity, but deſtroyeth not the nature of 
that part or. member, &c. So M* Calamy 3 Its one thing Door of Truth 
to keep our ſelues pure from pollution, another to gather P<=<bÞ. 7- 
Churches out of Churches, 2. They grant, that what 
is faulty and a fin in Worſhip is no ſin to us, when 
we do not conſent to it : So M* Corbet 3 * My par- Nor-Contor- 
« taking in any Divine Worſhip, which is holy and - ph 
« 00d for the matter, and allowable or paſlable in 
« the mode for the main, doth not involve me in the 
« blame of ſome ſinful defe&s therein to which I con- 
« ſent not,and which I cannot redreſs. So another Re- 
verend Perſon in his Farewel SermonzWhile all neceſſary E2giands Re- 
fundamental Truth is publickly profeſſed and maintained $erm, 4 P:94» 
in aChurch,is taught and held forth in publick Aſſemblies, 
aud the corruptions there (though great yet ) art not ſuch 
as make the Worſhip ceaſe to be Gods Worſhip, nor of ae- 
ceſſity to be ſwallowed down, if one would communicate 
in that Worſhip, while any Chriſtian (that is watchful 
over his own heart and carriage, as all ought ever to be) 
may partake in the one, without being ative in or appro- 
wing the other , there God is yet preſent, there he may 
be ſpiritually worſhipped, ſerved acceptably, and really 
enjozed. 3. They grant, that the being preſent at Di> 
vine Worſhip is no conſent to the corruptions in it. 
Thus M* Robinſon; © He that partakes with the Lawfulness of 
« Church in the upholding any evil, hath his part in _— _ 
« the evil alſo. But [ deny, asa moſt vain imaginati- Y PO 
« on, that every one that partakes with a Church 
© in things lawful, joyns with it in upholding the 
« things unlawful to be found in it. Chriſt our 
« Lord joyned with the Jewiſh Church in things 
* lawful, and yet upheld nothing unlawful in ir. 
F So 
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Caſe of great S&'M" Nye 3 Approbation is an af of the mind, it is 
and pr ; 720 fpewed until it be expreſſed ontwardly by my words 
Cure dir. 25. 42A geftiztter. This M* Baxter undertakes to prove 
p- 196, &c. by feveral Arguments, as that no man can 1n reaſon 
Pierce, P95 and juſtice takE that for tity profeffion; which I ne- 
_ © © v& raade by world or deed, That the profeſſion 
made by Chitrch-Communion is totally diftin& from 
his. ' That this opinioti would make it unlawful to 
Joy with afny Paittot oft Church on Eatth,- fince eve- 
fy offe tfixech-Sin with their Prayers. 4. They (ay, 
_ that cortuptions, thoiigh foreknown, do not yet make 
Letter of Mi- thiſe that are pteſent guilty of them. Thus the old 
Eid w the Non-Conformifts declare 3 * It is all one to the Peo- 
Brethren in ple, whether the fanlt be perfonal (as ſome diſtin- 
COEIT * puifh) or otherwiſe known before-hand, ot not 
T1 « known : Fot if ſimple preſence defile, whether it 
& was kttown before-hand or not, all preſence is 
< faulty. And if ſimple preſence defile not, .our pre- 
« ſence is not condemned, by reaſon of the corrup- 
* tions known, whereof we ſtand not guilty. If the 
&« error be ſuch as may be tolerated, and I am called 
<* to be preſent, by ſuch fault I am not defiled though 
Cure, p. 200. © known before. M* Baxter replys to thoſe of a 
contrary opinion after this manner 3 Take heed 
that ths [by affirming that foreknowing faults in 
Worſhip makes them ours] you make not God the 
greateſt ſinner and the worit Being in all the World. 
For God forcknoweth all mens Fa , and 3s preſent 
when they commit them, and he hath Communion with 
all the Prayers of the faithful in the World; what faults 
ſoever be in the words or forms, he doth not rejeT them 
for any ſuch failings. Will you ſay therefore that God 
approveth or conſenteth to all theſe ſins ? I know before- 
hand that every man will fin that prazeth (by deſc of 
deſire, &c.) But how doth all this make it mine, _ 

An 
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And he otherwhere adds 3 It js another pars Jantt or Criſtian Di 
errour that you forekpow , and pet qaur. own, 5, hi OP 70% 
granted that the fault of another 12 the mjniiration 
of Divine Worſhip 4s none of ours, nor a ſuthcient 
reaſon to abſent from it, or to deprive our ſclyes of Cure, p. 197. 
it. Thus M* Baxter 3 © The wording of the pyb- V- 7#r«bbaa! - 
« lick Prayers is the Paſtors work and none of mine, 5p 4 = 
« 5c. And why ſhould any hold me guilty of ang- 
< ther mans fault, which I neither can help, nor be- 
« longeth to any office of mine to help any farther 
« than to admoniſh him. And that the faults of him 
that Miniſters are no ſufficient reaſon to debar onr 
ſelves. of Communion in the-worſhip. . Mr. Nye af Caſe of great 
firms and proves by this Arguments; ro may not omit nd preſent 
4 duty in reſpe& to the evil mixed with .it, which 3s my © ak 
own much leſs may I thus leave ar ordinance for the evil 
that is another mans, no way mine, or to be charged 
upon me, This were to make another. mans ſins or in- 
firmities more mine than zwy own. Thus is the caſe 
reſolved with reſpe& to the Croſs in Baptiſm z * 1 
< may not only, ſaith one, do that which I judge to 
<« be inconvenient, but ſuffer another to do that which 
« I judge to be unlawful, rather than be deprived 
« of a neceſlary ordinance, e. g. If either I muſt have 
* my Child baptized with the ſign of the Croſs, or 
< not baptized at all; I may ſuffer it to be done in 
< that way, though I judge it an unlawful addition, 
« becauſe the manner concerns him that doth it, not 
< me (at leaſt not ſo much) ſo long as there is all the 
< eſſence. He muſt be reſponſible for every irregulari- 
« ty, not I. Thus Fecob took Labgn's Qath though by ; 
< his Idols,&c. After the ſame manner doth Mr. Bax- bibot yp > 
ter reſolve the caſe in his Chriſtian DireRory, p. 49; parar. p. 24: 
Seventhly, They grant, that it is a duty to joyn Arg. 7. 

with a defective and faulty Worſhip where we 

F 2 can 


Of Scandal a 
diſcourſe,p.65. 
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. can have no better. Thus the Preſbyterian Brethren 
Confer, at S«- at the Savoy; © An inconvenient mode of Worſhip 
v9, P-3-12,13-** 15 a-fin in the Impoſer, and in the chuſer and vo- 
«.Juntary ufer, that may offer God better and will 

«not - And yet it may not be only lawful, but 

* a duty to him, that by violence is neceſſitated to 

Sparat. yerno 4 offer up that or none. This is acknowledged by 
ow 0+ an Author that is far from being favourable to Com- 
munion with the Church 3 If the word of God could 

be no where heard, or Communion in Sacraments no 

where enjoyed , but only in ſuch Churches that were 

ſo corrupt as yours is conceived to be; it might be law- 

by ful, yea and a duty to joyn with you fo far as poſſibly 
Def. of Cure, Chriſtians could without ſin. Accordingly Mr. Baxter 
part 1+ P- 78+ declares, that it is a duty to hold Communion 
conſtantly with any of the Pariſh Churches a- 

-moneſt us, that have honeſt competent Paſtors when 

we can have no better, and profeſſeth for-his own 

part 2. p. 196, part 5 Were I, faith he, i» Armenia, Abaſlta, or a- 
and Cure p. org the Greeks, 1 would joyn in a much more defetFive 
265+% ' Form thanour Liturgy rather than none. And he adds, 
' That this is the judgment of 'manty New England Mi- 

niſters (to jojn' with the Engliſh Liturgy rather than 

have no Church Worſhip) I have reaſon to conjeFure 

Defence of Sy- fro, the defence of the Synod, &c. Now 1n what caſes 
oy Pret-P- his is to be preſumed, that we'can have no better, 
Def. of Cure, he ſhews, 1. When it is ſo by a neceſſity ariſing from 
part 1- P- 78: Divine Providence. 2. A neceſiity proceeding from 
'Þ 9%" humane Laws which forbid it. 3. A neceſſity from 
the injury done to the publick. And 4. When it is 

to 'our own greater hinderance than help, as when 

we muſt uſe none or do worſe. In: theſe and the 

' like caſes it becomes a duty,” and what is otherwiſe 

lawful, is thereby made neceſſary. And he that can- 

not joyn with a purer Worſhip, than what of a 

ickly 
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lickly eſtabliſhed without the breach of humane 
Laws, or the diſturbance of the publick Peace, or 
dividing the Church of God, or the bringing danger 
upon himſelf, 1s as much, where any of theſe or the 
like reaſons are, reſtrained from ſo doing, as if it did 
proceed from a natural or providential necefſity, that 
| 1s, the one he cannot do Phyſically and naturally, 
| the other he cannot do morally, honeſtly, and pru- 
dently. Having thus far ſtated the caſe, and ſhew'd 
that its univerſally owned by thoſe that diſſent from 
the Church of Ezgland, that Communion in a Wor- 
ſhip not eſſentially defeQive and corrupted is lawful; 
and that its a received opinion, that where better 


| 15 not to be had, itsa duty 3 and that better 1s not to 
: be had, where it is not to be had lawfully. I might 
bo ' freely paſs on, but becauſe there is a common obje- 


Qion againſt what has been ſaid, taken from Malac. 

I. 14. Curſed be the deceiver, &c. that voweth and ſa- 

crificeth to the Lord a corrupt thing 3 I (hall briefly re- 

turn their anſwer to it and proceed. To this the 

old Non-Conformiſts reply; 1. * No. Argument Letter of the 
* can be brought from this place to the purpoſe, but Mini in ot 
< by analogy, which is a kind of arguing of all other jn xew Engt.p. 
< molt ready at hand, but liable to. molt exceptions, !4- 

< and apt to draw aſide, if care be not had (which 

| < 1n this caſe we find not) to take the proportion 1n Ba!'s Tryal of 
< every material point juſt and true. 2. The cor- a 
J- < rupt facrifice is that which the deceiver bringeth TY 

* voluntarily and out of neglect, having a male in 

* his flock, but the faithful bringeth himſelf and his 

<« &odly deſires according to the will of God ; and as 

» Br corruptions whether refpeQing matter or form, 

* they are none of his, they cleave not to: his facri- R 
f < fice to ſtain or pollute it, e&c, 3. He offers not a 

corrupt thing who offers the beſt he hath. 4. £ 7s 


fs 
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Tryal of the to be conſidered, ſaith M* Bal, that what is ſimply 


beſt, is not. beſt in relatiou ts this or that riraymſtence 
or end ; what 3s beſt in a time free is n0t beſt in- a time 
zot free. It is granted, (ſaith M* Baxter, that we mu 
offer God the beſt that we can do, but not the beſt which 
we cannot do. And many things muſt concur (and 
eſpecially a reſpe to the publick good ) to know 
which is the beſt, So that before this Text can be 
oppoſed to what has been ſaid, it muſt be proved, 
I. That the things in queſtion are corruptions as 
much prohibited as the blind and lame under the 
Law. 2. That they are ſuch as a perſon doth chuſe, 
and it is in his power to help, and offers it when he 
hath a male in his flock. 3. That ſuch a corruption 
as affects not the ſubſtance of Worſhip, doth yet al- 
ter the nature of it, and-makes the whole to be a 
corrupt thing, and abominable to God. If theſe 
things are not, the objection reacheth not the caſe, 
and there is no ground from that place for this ob- 
jection. 

I ſhall conclude this head with a remarkable ſay- 
ing of the Miniſters of New England; © To ſeparate 
« from a Church for ſome evil only conceived, or 
« indeed in the Church , which might and ſhould 
« be tolerated and healed with a ſpirit of meekneſs,and - 
« of which the Church is not yet convinced, though 
« perhaps himſelf be, for this or the like reaſons to 
. « withdraw from publick Communion 1n word, ſeals, 
« or cenſures, is unlawful and ſinful, 

But ſuppoſing it may be unlawful to ſeparate from a 
Church for a defective and faulty Worſhip; yet it may 
be ſuppoſed, that it may be lawful when it is for better 
. edification , and that we may chuſe what is for our 
edification before what is not, and what is more for 
our edification before what is lefs. For the _ 

10n 


[39 

fion of which caſe I ſhall ſhew from them, 

2. That as defes and faultsin worſhip, fo neither 
is the pretence of hetter edification a ſufficient rea- 
ſon againſt Communion with a Church. Sometimes 
they ſay it is no better than a mere pretence and ima- 
ginary, 4 ſeeming contentment of mind, as one calls it, Methermeneue. 
This M* Hilderſham takes notice of 3 Some prefer 0-577, . 


more zeal in their voice and geſiure, and phraſe of 


thers before their own Paſtor , only hecauſe they ſhew Le&. 58. _. - | 


ſpeech and manruer of delivery, though happily the Do- 

GFrine it ſelf be nothing ſo wholeſome or powerful, or 

fit to edify their Conſciences, as the DofFrine of their 

own Paſtor 3s, of ſuch he faith, we may wifh them more 

knowledge and judgment. M* Baxter obſerves theſame, Cure of Diviſ. 
« One thinks that this is the beſt way, and another ÞP: 35% 

<« that the other is beſt---- And commonly appear- 

<« ance, and a taking tone and voice do more with 

« them than ſolid evidence of truth. Therefore its 

fit to havea right notion of editication, which, faith 

a Reverend Perſon, /:es more iz the informing of our Continuat. of 
Judgments, and confirming our reſolutions, than in the Mom. Exer. 
guſts and reliſhes of affection, Theſe , as he ſaith, © 4Þ 55 
are indeed of great uſe to the other, but without them 

are far from making a Perſon better, and leaving him 

truly edifyed. Again, it may be, and is no better 

than a mere pretence, when the fault is in themſclves 

that complain they do not edifie. M* Hz/derſham Led. 28. p. 
charges it upon ſuch ; 1 how mighteſt receive profit (if : ig —— 
the fault be not in thy ſelf) by the meaneſt of us that 

preach, And he thus freely again declares himſelt ; 

1 am perſwaded, there is never aMiniſter that is of 

the moſt excellent gifts (if he have a Godly heart ) but 

he can truly ſay, he never heard any faithful Miniſter in 

his life that was ſo mean, but he could diſcern ſome gift 

in him that was wanting in himſelf, and. could receive 
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ſome profit by him. And therefore they adviſe to 
cure the fault before they make uſe of this plea. So 
the pious Perſon above-ſaid argues; How ſhouldeft 
thou profit by bis Miniſtry, if thou come with prejudice, 
without any reverence or delight unto it, nor doſt ſcarce 

Com. on Jude, acknowledge Gods Ordinance in it £ So M*" Fenkin di- 
"7 re&s; © Labour for experimental benefit by the Or- 
&« dinances. Men ſeparate to thoſe Churches which 
<« they account better, becauſe they never found 
« thoſe where they were before (to them) good---- 
« Find the ſetting up Chriſt in your hearts by the 
« Miniſtry, and then you will not dare to account it 
Englands Re- * Antichriſtian, Thus a Reverend Perſon in his 
OO Farewel Sermon, ſpeaking of ſuppoſed defeRs in the 
p91, + 1% F'. Church, doth adviſe his Auditors 5 Ezlarge your care 
and pains in your preparations 3 a right ſlomach makes 
good nouriſhment of an indifferent meal you may be 
' warms (though in a colder air and room than you have 
formerly been ) if you will put on more cloths before you 
come : Watch your hearts more narrowly, and ſpeak 
things to your hearts m-re than you have done, Eccleſ. 
IO. 10 if the iron be blunt, then muſt he put to more 
ſtrength. 
But ſuppoſing it be really for edification, yet this 
they declare is no ſufficicnt reaſon for Separation. So 

Iren. c. 12. p. MF Burroughs 3 © If you be joyned to a Paſtor, fo 

85. « as you belicve he is ſet over you by Chriſt, to be 
« 4 Paſtor to you ; though this man hath meaner 

« gifts than oti:crs 5 and 1t would be more comfor- 
& table for you to have another Paſtor, yet this is not 
« enough to cauſe you to deſert him whom Chriſt bath 

Plarform,c.13. * ſet over youu. And ſo the Miniſters in New Eng- 

S. 5+ land deliver their minds 3 To ſeparate from a Church 
for greater enlargements, with juſt grief to the Church, 
is unlawful an4 ſinful. So when this Queſtion was 


put, 
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put, Are they not at all times obliged to uſe the means CORE 
which are moſt edifjing © Its anſwered by a Reverend germ: 4. p. 91. 
Perſon, They may ſay at all times, when they have ng- 
thing to outweigh their own edification. So that edi- 
fication may be outweighed, and then it can be no 
ſtanding and ſufficient reaſon. ,So M* Burroughs de- _ na 
clares in this caſe z * Ven muſt conſider not only ” 

« what the thing is in its own nature, but. what it 

«15 to them, how it ſtands in reference to their rela- 

< tions---- It is not enough to ſay the thing is in it 

_ « ſelf better, but 1s it better in all the references [ 

« have and it hath? Is it better in regard of others, 

< in regard of the publick, for the helping me in all 

« my relations? may it not help one way and hin- 

« der many ways ? Of the ſame opinion 1s M* Bax- Defence, part 
ter ; Many things, faith he, muſt concur (and eſpeci. 59 
ally a reſped to the publick good ) to know which 3s the 

beſt. So that edification is not to be judged of a- 

lone, our own improvement 1s not to determine us 

in our ations, and eſpecially not with reſpe& to 
Church-Communion, tor then other reaſons do give 

Law to it and over-rule it. This we ſee thoſe that 
diflent from the Church in other things agree with 

her in - And they give leveral reaſons and arguments 

' for it. 

Firſt, If we were ſure we could not profit, yet we umſl Arg. 1. 
come to do homage to God, and fhew reverence to his L<&. 28. p- 
Ordinance. Thisis M* Hilderſham's opinion. YO ON 

Secondly, The leaving a Church for better edifica- Arg. 2. 
tion, is butit upon a falſe and dangerous principle, 
which 1s that we muſt always chuſe the beſt. So MF tren. «. 12. p. 
Burronghs ;, To hold what in its ſelf beſt muſs be cho- 84, 87. 
ſen and done, not weighing circumſtances or references © 
is a dividing principle. And afterward he faith, a 
Chriſtian without comparing one thing with another. 


will 
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will hack, and hew, and diſturb himſelf and others in 

the ways of Religion. T believe ſome of you have known 

thoſe who, whatſoever they have conceived to be better 

than other, they have preſently followed with all eager- 

neſs, never conſidering circumſtances, references or con- 

Of this V. Balls ſequences, but the thing is good, it muſt be done; yet 
"3 '=g. © being wearied with this they have after grown looſe, in 

+: as great an exceſs the other way. 

Arg. 3. -. Thirdly, This principle of better edification tf fol- 
Left. 55. Jowed, would bring in confuſion. So M* Hilder- 
ſham ;, This faFiows diſpoſition of the hearers of Gods 

Word, hath in all ages been the cauſe of mnch confuſion 

in the Church of God, and greatly hindred the fruit of 

Arraignment the Goſpel of Chriſt. © This, ſaith M* Brinſley, the 
» 1 won P < moderate Author of the late Irenicum [M* Bur- 
&* roughs] will by no means allow, but condemns 

&* as the direkt way to bring in all kind of diſorder 

© and confuſion into the Church; and I think 

* none who are judicious, but will therein ſub- 

Iren, c. 12: Þ- © ſcribe to him. It will not be amis to tranſcribe his 
vs. own words; {<t is init ſelf a better thing to enjoy 
a Miniſtry of the moſt eminent gifts and graces than 

one of lower 5 but if this ſhould be made a rule, that 

a man who is under a Paſtor who is faithful, and in 

ſome good meaſure gifted, upon another mans coming 

into the Country that is more eminent, he ſhould for- 

ſake his Paſtor and join to the other 5, and if after 

this, ſtill a more eminent man comes, he ſhould leave 

the former and join to him; and by the ſame Law « 

Paſtor who hath a good People, yet if others be more 

likely to receive more good, be may leave his own Peo- 

X! WH ple and go to them, what confuſion and diſorder would 
p. 7. and c. 12, FÞere be continnally in the Church ; This 1s condemn- 
S. I. ed alſo by the New Emgland Miniſters. This M* 


Independ. | — 
55) 7 aq >, Cawdrey doth expoſe; *If a man may x2 - 
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<« parate from a true Church, ec. only with a good 
© mind to ſerve God in Church-inſtitutions, true or 
< conceited by his own light, all-the Setaries and Se- 
< parifts, Donatiſts, Browniſts in the World may be 
© juſtified. This, faith agother, ſpeaking of hearing Methermeneur,” 
for this reaſon, is a Church-deſtroging Principle 5 ſure Þ+ 7%» 74 
if one member be not fixed, then not another, wor ano- 
ther, &c. and then not the Paſtor, mor Teacher, and ſo 
farewel Churches. 
Fourthly, This will be endleſs : So M* Burroughs ; Arg. 4. 
« Men muſt not ſeparate from a Church , though Iren. c. 23. p. 
« there be corruptions in it, to gather into a new '53: 
« Church which may be more pure, and in ſome re- 
< ſpets more comfortable. Firſt, Becauſe we never 
« find the Saints in Scripture ſeparating or raiſing 
« Churches in ſuch a caſe. And Secondly, There 
* would be no continuance in Church-fellowſhip if 
<« this were admitted; for what Church is ſo pure, 
«© and hath all things ſo. comfortable, but within a 
« while another Church will be more pure, and 
« ſome things will be more comfortable there? And 
he concludes with this prudent maxim 3 The general 
peace of the Chnrch ſhould be more regarded than ſome 
comfortable accommodations to our ſelves. So'M*. Bax- nefence, part 
ter; What if twenty Miniſters be one abler than ano- 1. y. 35. 
ther in their ſeveral degrees, doth it follow that only 
the ableit of all theſe may be ;joyned with, becauſe that 
all the reit do-worſe'? And\ yet-this mult be, if edifica- 
tion be always to be conſulted, and is to determine 
us in our choice of Miniſters, Churches, and Ordi- 
nances. | 
Fifihly, They fay,, edification dothinot depend ſo Arg. 5. 
much upon the.external adminiſtration of 'Worſhbip, 
as Gods Bleſling, and that:we are not to breakthe 
Order, Peace , and;/Unjon of the Church for the —_ 
G 2 O 
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| £4 Þ of it. The former is afferted by M* Hilderſham 
58. " « [ts our fin and ſhame, and' is juſt cauſe of hum- 
< bling to us, if we cannot profit by the meaneſt Mi- 
* niſter God hath ſent. The power of the Miniſtry 
« dependeth not on the excellency of the Teachers 
« oift, but Gods bleſſing. The latter is maintained 
On the Sacra- by M" Vines 3, Its ſaid, order in an Army kills no Bo- 
ment, Þ. 246 Jy, yet without it the Army #s but a rout, neither able 
to offend or defend : So haply order in the Church con- 
werts no body, yet without it I ſte not - bow the Church 
can attain her end, or preſerve themſelves in begetting 
or breeding up Souls to God. Therefore 1s the advice 
In his Farewel of Mr. Baxter; © Do not think to proſper by break- 
Sermnoy- « 1ng over the hedge, under pretence of any right of 
* Holineſs [ ſo of edification]] whatſoever, following 
« any party that would draw you to Separation. The 
miſchief of which is repreſented by * Dr. Tuckrey 
Serm. at Paul's Experience, ſaith he, hath tanght us that the Church 
on Afts 9. 3t» of God hath been poorly edifyed by thoſe who have 
daubed up their Babel with untempered mortar , &c. 
when the Church is rent by Schiſms and Fadions, 
and one Congregation is turned into many (onventicles, 
falſely now called Churches, this doth diminiſh, weaken, 
and ruine. | | 
Laſtly, When they do grant that edification may 
ſerve to guide us, and that we may hear where we 
can molt profit, its with ſuch limitations and cautt- 
ons as theſe 5 -it muſt be ſe/dorr, in a great caſe, with- 
Le&. 54-P- Out offence and contewpt. Thus Mr. Hilderſhams © I 
255+ « dare not condemn ſuch Chriſtians, as having Pa- 
« {tors in the places where they live of meaner gifts, 
« do-defire (ſo they do it without open breach or 
< contempt of the Churches order). to enjoy the Mint- 
« {try of ſach as have better gifts, &-c. ſo they dot 
<« without contempt of their own Paſtors,and _—_ 
* Icanda 
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« ſcandal and offence to them and their People. So 
againz Ton ought not to leave your own Paſtor at anytime L<& 58. 
with contempt of his Miniſtry, as when you ſay or think, 
alas ! he is no body ;, a good honeſt mn, but he hath no 
gifts, I cannot profit by him. And as if he could not be 
too cautious in the caſe, he lays down this as the Cha- 
rater of one that doth this innocently 3 He ozly 
makes right uſe of the benefit of hearing ſuch as have 
more excellent gifts than his own Paſlors, and learns 
thereby to like kis own Paſtor the better, and to profit 
more by kim. That this 1s to be but ſeldom, we have 
the concurrent teſtimony of the Provincial Aſſembly 
of London, who upon this Queſtion 3 Would you 7us Divinnn 
have a man keep conſtantly to the Miniſter under whone por _—_— 
he lives > do anſwer, We are not ſo rigid as to tye up ©? 
People from hearing other Miniſters occaſionally, even 
upon the Lords Day. But yet we believe 'tis moſt a- 
greable to Goſpel order upon the grounds forementioned. 
Thus it is reſolved alſo by one cf a more rigid way, Methermeneuts 
who puts this Queſtion; VV hether members of particular P: 7% 
Churches may hear indifferently elſewhere £ and returns 
this anſwer 3 © God will have mercy and not facri- 
« fice, as diſtance of habitation, handling ſuch a point. 
<« But moſt certainly members of Churches ought 
<* moſtly to be with their own Churches---- The im3- 
« opined content 1n hearing others, 1s rather a tem- 
<« ptation than motion of the Spirit. 

From all which we may conclude, that the pre- 
tence of better edification is no ſufficient reaſon for 
Separation from a Church, Worſhip, or Miniſtry, 
without there be other zeafons that do accompany 
it ; and then it 1s not for this reaſon ſo much as thoſe 
it 1s in conjunaion with. _. 

But admitting this, yet it will hardly be granted 
to be a reaſon for Separation from. the Church of 

| | England, 
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England, if the teſtimony of many worthy perſons 
Le. 29. p. be of any conſideration. Thus M* Hilderſham de- 
4 bs clares, when he 1s reproving ſuch as make no conſci- 
ence to come to the beginning of Gods publick 
Worſhip, and to ſtay to the end of it 3 he thus pro- 
ceeds, © Becauſe I (ce many of them that have moſt 
« knowledge, and are forwardeſt profefſors offend 
| « in this way, I will manifeſt the fin of theſe men. 
« x. They lin againſt themſelves in the profit they 
< might receive by the Worſhip of God---- There is 
« no part of Gods (crvice,(not the Confeſlion,not the 
« Prayers, not the Pſalm, not the Blefling) but it 
* concerns every one, and every one may receive 
LeRt. 28. p. © edification by it. This he otherwhere repeats and 
T* faith, * By the Confeſſion, and all other Prayers 
<* uſed in the Congregation, a man may recetve more 
« profit than by many other. Of this opinion, as to 
Letter of the the moſt of the Prayers in our Liturgy, were the old 
Minilt. in 0/4 Non-Conformiſts ; We are perſwaded, that not only 
- 1, rg ſome few ſele® Prayers , but many Prayers and other 
New England, exhortations may lawfully be uſed, with fruit and edife- 
F- Þ- cation to Gods People. 

ale of great. As for the word preach'd amongſtus, M* Nye faith, 
P'3' that there is a/ſumm of dodrinal truths, which in 
< theenlargement and application, are ſufficient both 
© for converſion and edification, to which the Preach- 
« ers are to aſſent. And that © the word of God in- 
< terpreted and applyed by preaching in this way, 
*;3s a choice mercy and gift wherewith God hath 
« bleſſed this Nation for many Years, to the con- 
« verfion and edification of many thouſands. And 
- he afterwards. aſcribes the want of edification to the 
Pag. 25, prejudices of People. Sch. reaſonings, faith he, a- 
garnft hearing, though they convince not the nnlawfulneſs 
of it , yet they leave ſuch prejudices in the minds of _ 

Wir 


[ 47 ] 

which are tender, as perplex and render hearing leſs 
profitable and edifying, even to thoſe that are perfwa- 
ed of its lawfulneſs. This M* Tombs declares himſelf,,,,,,;, . .. 
freely in; © If we look to experience of former x. 8. p. 317. 
< times, there is now ground to expet a bleſling 
< from conforming Preachers, as well, ar rather more, 
« than from Preachers of the ſeparated Churches. 
&« Sure the converſion, conſolation, ſtrengthening, 
« eſtabliſhing of Souls in the truth, has been more 
« in EZzxgland from Preachers, who were Enemies to 
« Separation, whether Non-Conformiſt to Ceremo- 
© nies or Conformiſts, Preſbyterial or Epiſcopal, e- 
« yen from Biſhops themſelves, than from the beſt of 
<« the Separatiſts. I think aJl that are acquainted 
« with the Hiſtory of things 1n the laſt age, will ac- 
« knowledge that more good hath been to the Souls 
« of men, by the Preaching of Uſher, Potter, Abbot, 
« Jewel, and ſome other Biſhops3 by Preſton, Sibbs, 
« Taylor, Whately, Hilderſham,Ball, Perkins, Dod,Stock, 
« and many thouſands, Adverſaries to the ſeparated 
« Churches, than ever was done by Ainſworth, Fohn- 
© 07, Robinſon , rigid Separatiſts, or Cotton, Tho, 
« Hooker, and others (though men of precious me- 
« mory) promoters of the way of the Churches 
«* Congregational. And therefore if the Biſhops and . 
« conforming Preachers now apply themſelves (as we 
* hope when the heat of contention 1s more allay- 
« ed, they will) to the profitable way of preaching 
<« againſt Popery and Prophanenelſs,exciting Auditors 
< to the life of faith in Chriſt, &c. there may be as 
« good ground, if not better ( conſidering how 
« much the Spirits of Separatiſts are for their party, 
& and the ſpeaking of the truth in love, and edifying in 
&« love, is neceſſary to the growth of the Body, Eph. 4. 
® 15.) to expect by them a bleſſing in promoting 
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<« the power of Godlineſs, than from the Separatiſts. 
So that whether we conſider the Worſhip or Do- 
frine, or the preaching of it, the Church of Eze- 
land in their apprehenſion doth not want a ſuffici- 
ency of means for the converſion and edification of 
Souls - And conſcquently the argument taken from 
cdification, in juſtification of forſaking the Commu- 
nion of it, 1s inconcluſive and of no force. But 
this branch of it will be further confirm'd under the 
third general. | 

But however, this will not be fo eaſily quitted, 
for ſuppoling the DoGtrine good , and thole that 
teach 1t capable (as far as learning and parts are 
requiſite) to impraye, it to the converſion and edi- 
fication of others; yet if they themſelves are looſe 
and ſcandalous, it may give juſt offence, and be 
thought a ſufficient cauſe to ſeparate from the Wor- 
ſhip in which ſuch do officiate. 

3. Therefore I ſhall (hew, that the badneſs of the 
Miniſters is of it ſelf no ſufficient reaſon to forſake 
the Communion of a Church, or to ſeparate from 
the Worſhip adminiſtrcd in 1t. What holy M* Ro- 
gers ſaith is a great truth ; © It is not to be denied, 
*- but that the example of ignorant and unreformed, 
« eſpecially notorious Perſons in the Miniſtry, bath 
« done and doth much harm and if either they 
© cannot be convicted, or if their crimes be ſuch as 
« cannot remove them out of their places, there is 
« juſt cauſe of grief that ſuch ſhould have any 
«* thing to do in Gods matters, which are ſo weighty 
* and to be dealt withal in high reverence. 

But yet before the objection Is admitted, it is to 
be premiſed, 1. That if there be ſuch in the Church, 
it doth not proceed from their Conformity to it. 
For good and pious men of this ſort always were and 

(till 
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ſtill are in the Church. What there were formerly 

may be read in M* Baxter, who thus delivers him- Defence, part 
ſelf; © WhenT think what learned, holy, incompa- © ®: 57 

« rable men, abundance of the old Conformilts were, 

© my heart riſeth againſt the thoughts of ſeparating 

« from them 3 ſuch as M* Bolton, M" Whately, M* 

© Fenner, &c. and abundance other ſuch z yea ſuch 

« as Biſhop Jewel, Biſhop Grindal, Biſhop Had, &c. 

« yea and the Martyrs too, as Cranmer, Ridley, Hoo- 

< per himſelf, &c. What there are now in the Church, 

he alſo tells us; I believe there are many hundred Godly 1vid. p. 12. 
Miniſters in the Pariſh-Churches of England. And of 

his own knowledge, ſaith, 1 profeſs ro know thoſe of ibid. p- 11. 
them, whom I take to be much better than my ſelf; 1 

will ſay a greater word, that I know thoſe of them 

whom [ think as Godly and humble Miniſters, as moſt 

of the Non-Conformiſts whom I know. $o faith D* 

Bryan 3 © In ſome Countries I am ſure there are ma- Dvcling with 
* ny Sober, Godly, Orthodox, able Preachers yet in g.114, © © 
« poſſeſſion of the publick places. 

2. [t is to be premiſed, that this argument, if of 
any, yet is of no farther force than againſt the Con- 
gregations where ſuch are, and ſo is of none againſt 
the Church it ſelf where are good as well as bad, nor 
againſt Parochial Communion where ſuch are not. 
So M* Baxter argues 5 I doubt not but there are many Petence, part 
hundred Pariſh Miniſters, who preach holily, and live © ® © 
bolily, though 1 could wiſh that they were more. And 
what reaſon have you to charge any other mens ſins on 
there, &c. or to think it unlawful to joyn with the 
good for the ſake of the bad? this is to condemn 
the ſound for the ſake of the infected. 

Having premiſed this, we ſhall re-aſſume the caſe. 
and conſider how it is ſtated and reſolved by them. 

1, Its granted, that it is not unlawful to joyn with 
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bad Miniſters in ſome caſes where they may have 
Trad. ;. p. better. So M* Rogers 5 As 7t is far from me to be a 
223 Patron of ſuch , or to juſlifie them; fo yet, while we 
may erjoy the Miniſtry of better, I would not refuſe to 
be partaker of the Prayers which are offered by them. 
2. Its granted, that its lawful and a duty to hear 
and joyn with ſuch where a better cannot be had ; 
laid; that tt is lawful, fo M* Rogers 3 VV ho can blame hing, 
who defireth to pray with better than they be ? And yet 
better to joyn with them ſometime, than to leave the 
Cure Dir. 17. pablick, Aſſemblies altogether. So M* Baxter ; * No 
P 194+ *« People ſhould chuſe and prefer an ungodly Mini- 
© ſter before a better ; but they ſhould rather ſubmit 
« to ſuch than have none, when a better by them 
« cannot be had. That its a duty, ſo the old Non- 
- Letter of the Conformiſts 3 The Scripture teacheth evidently, that 
= ctng the People muſt and onght to joyn with them [unwor- 
Brethren in thy Miniſters] in the Worſhip of God, and in ſepara- 
New Eng!2n4, ting from the Ordinance they ſhall ſin againſt God. 
A it For the Worſhip is of God, and the Miniſtry is of God ; 
the Perſon unworthily executing his place, is neither ſet 
FR | up by ſome few private Chriſtians, nor can by them be 
removed : And warrant to withdraw themſelves from 
the Worſhip of God, becauſe ſuch as onght not, are ſuf- 
fered to intermeddle with holy things , they have none 
Treal of the froze God. So M* Ball; © To communicate with 
4% we 13 © Miniſters no better than Phariſees 1n the true Wor- 
v. Tonzs, © ſhip of God, is to worſhip God aright, to reve- 
T:c014:42, P» * rence his Ordmmances, to relye upon his Grace, to 
on © hearken unto his voice, and ſubmit unto his good 
« pleaſure. This they maintain by feveral arguments. 

As, 
Are. x. Firſt, Such were always in the Church, and Com- 
munion muſt never have been held with the Church, 


if no Communion wasto be where ſuch were. So the 
| | old 
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old Non-Conformiſts argue 3 © If the Miniſter make _ - _ 
AINITTL, 1 


« it unlawful, then all Communion in any part of x1. &.y tc. 
© Gods Worſhip with ſuch Miniſters 1s unlawfql, 
« and fo the Church 1a all ages of the World, the 
« Prophets, our Saviour Chriſt , the Apoſtles , and v. ns Tryal, 
« the faithful in the Primitive Churches ſinned, in P: 3'9- 
« holding Communion with ſuch, when the Prieſts 
<« were dumb Dogs that could not bark, and greedy 
© Dogs that could never have enough; when the 
<« Prophets propheſied lyes, when the Prieſts bought 
« and fold Doves in the Temple, ec. when they 
« were ſuch and did ſuch things, they were ungodly 
« Miniſters z but we never find that the Prophets, 
«* our Saviour , and the Apoſtles, did either for- 
%* bear themſelves, or warn 'the faithful not to com- 
* municate with ſuch => the —— Wor- 
« ſhip. So much M* Nye doth grant; More cannot 
be objedted againſt our Miniſters that Conform, than kno 
might againſt the Scribes and Phariſees in Chrifts tine ; 
either in reſpe# of their Dodrine 3 which was Ioaden 
with Traditions 5, their ſtanding, which was not accord- 
ing toLaw; their lives, which were viciows 3 yet Chriſt 
not only. permits, but requires us to attend the truths 
they deliver. 
Secondly, They plead that - our Saviour himſelf Arg. 2, 
did Communicate where ſuch did Officiate. So D* 
Bryan ;, In ſome Conntries, Iam ſure there are many So- Pxclling wich 
ber, Godly, Orthodox, able Preachers, &c. And if you © Pr 313: 
hnow any Conntry where it is worſe, conſider if Chriſt 
himſelf did not joyn with worſe. This 1s atteſted by 
another Reverend Perſon ; « Our Saviour Chriſt u- To Re 
« {ed to attend on the publick Worſhip in his time, Se NE | 
< notwithſtanding ſuch formaliſts and ſuperſtitious 
&* ones, as the Scribes and Phariſees did officiate 


«1n 1t. | 
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Are. 3. Thirdly, They ſay that the fin of the Miniſter 1s 


not theirs, nor doth bring any detriment to them, 
Chriſtian Di- though they Communicate with him. So M" Bax- 
op” 64. Sg ters A Miniſters perſonal faults miy damn himfelf, 
x13; +: ke and muſt be matter of lamentation to the Church, who 
ought to do their beſt to reſorm them, or get better by 
any lawful means 5, but in caſe they cannot, his ſin is 
none of theirs, nor doth it make his adminiſtration 
aull or ineffeFual, nor will it allow you to ſeparate from 
Account given 7Þe Worſhip which he adminiſtreth. So the Miniſters 
ro the Parli- ſent to Oxford do aflert 3 © Some evil men may and 
mens, p- 27- « always have de fado been Officers and Miniſters in 
« the Church,e*c.and the wickedneſs of ſuch men did 
« not null or evacuate their Miniſterial Acts, for our 
« Saviour would have the Scribes and Phariſees heard 
« while they fate in Moſes Chair, ec. And that the 
Miniſtrations in ſuch a caſe are not invalid, and that 
thePeople ſuffer not by it they further prove - 1. Be- 
cauſe they officiate not in their own name. So the 
Letter of the Old Non-Conformiſtsz © It hath evermore been 
Miniſters,p.11- « held for a truth in the Church of God, that al- 
<« though ſometimes the evil hath chief authority in 
« the Miniſtration of the Word and Sacraments; yet 
« foraſmuch as they do not the ſame in their own 
* name but in Chriſts,and miniſter by his commifiion 
« and authority, we may ule their Miniſtry both in 
« hearing the Word and receiving the Sacraments 
* neither 1s the effect of Chriſts Ordinance taken a- 
* way by their wickedneſs. 2. The vertue of the 
Ordinance doth not depend upon their goodneſs but 
Tra@ 3.p.22z; Gods promiſe. So M" Rogers faith of Prayer 5 If 
this burden [of bad Miniſters] muſt be born, I aſk, 
if among many ſweet liberties we enjoy, we may not 
Joyn in Prayer with them, if we can pray in faith, ſee- 
ing their unworthineſs cannot withhold the ſruit of Gods 
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promiſe from us which is toone kind of Prayer as well as 
| another. So faith Mr Cradacot of the Word 3 ” Take Farewel Ser- 
« heed, faith he, of being leavened with prejudice mons, Vol. 3. 
« againſt the Miniſtry of the Word, becauſe of the ® *© 3 
<« miſdemeanors or miſcarriage of the Miniſter. It 1s 
« the word of the Lord which converts, not the 
« Perſon of the diſpenſer or ſpeaker, Hence it was that 
* the Miniſtry of the Scribes and Phariſees was not 
© to be rejected but to be eſteemed, ſo long as they 
<« failed not in the ſubſtance thereof, ec. I conceive 
* 1ts a rare thing for unconverted Miniſters to con- 

«* yert, and yet we muſt remember not to tye the 
| : <« efficacy of the Word and Sacraments to the good- 
« neſs or badneſs of a Miniſters Perſon. So when its cafe of grear. 

: objected; How can we exped? a bleſſing upon the labours of uſe, p« 14- 
þ fuch though they preach truth? Mr. Nye replys. Anſw. 1. 
The mixtures in Sermons are neareſt, the irregularities 
of their calling next, the ſins of their converſations fur- 
theſt from their DoFrine, and therefore have leſs effi-. 
cacy at ſuch a diſtance to prejudice it. Anſw. 2. Its 
Gods word and not their own they preach, &c. 
2. That if Perſons themſc]ves do believe and are ſin- 
cere, they are, .notwithſtanding ſuch a Miniſtry, ac- 
cepted. The ſacrifice of a faithful El\kanah, faith one, gnglanas Re- 
was pleaſing to God, even when Hophni and Phineas membrancer, 
were Prieſts, From all which we find ſome declaring, ** + 2:54 
that notwithſtanding this they would Communicate. 
l- So a Reverend Perſon ; © The Peoples prejudices a- ponaſus V49- 
« gainſt'the Liturgy , are grounded for the moſt #5 P- 133- 
« part upon the wicked lives of thoſe that are the 
© mo(t conſtant readers and frequenters of it [| doubt- 
leſs the Author if he had conſidered this, would 
E rather have faid that they are grounded upon: the 
wicked lives of ſome of thoſe that read and frequent 
it. ] © I ſhall never upon. that account ceaſe.to. joyn 
* UT; 


C54] 
«in Prayers and to hear Sermons. Others we find 
exhorting their Auditors to attend even upon ſuch. 

Pafa's Leg Sg Mr R. Fairclugh in his Farewel Sermons 3 Get all 

© Þ 125% good from, fhew all duty. to hint that follows---- If he 
ſhould be weak, or evil, yet while be preacheth truths, 
while he ſits in Moſes Chair, hear him ſeriouſly, and 

_ carry your ſelves towards him as becomes a People to 
their Miniſter. 

' I have thus far conſidered the caſe of ſcandalous 

{iniſters, ' becauſe many make 1t an objection, as well 

thoſe that are not concerned as thoſe that are. O- 

therwiſe it muſt be acknowledged, that Ergland 

was never better provided with a learned. and pious 

Non-Confor- Miniſtry than at preſent 3 who have as good under- 

os —_ ſtanding, preach as good Dodrine, do as much good 

9. | n »F by their Preaching as any others, as a late writer doth 
confeſs, But though many Congregations are well 
ſupplied with a Pious, Able, and Induſtrious Mini- 
ſtry, yet there are few or none but what have ſome, 
more or leſs amongſt the Laity, that are (as it may 
be ſuppoſed) not fit to be received into Communi- 
on with a Church, or to be communicated with. 
This brings me to the next thing in Worſhip, which 
Is, 

On the Sacra- 4. The caſe of mixed Communion. This zs a plea, 

ment, Þ- 235 ſaith Mr. Vines, that 7s plauſible to eaſie capacities, be- 
cauſe it pretends to ſet up holineſs of Ordinances and 
People, but what the eminent Difſenters do utterly 
diſclaim ; Mr. Vizes faith it is Dozatiſtical, and others, 

Zrinſley's Ar- as Mr. Brinfley and Mr. Jeakin, that its the common 

nts. * plea or pretence which for the mo&# part hath been ta- 

7enk. on Jude, ken up by all Schiſmaticks in defence of their ſeparation 

12 diffva. $7997 #2 Church 3 and therefore that it isneceſlary the 

five, p. 222 People ſhould be untaught it, as Mr. Baxter doth advile. 

ng deſert. And as they do diſclaim it, 'ſo they declare that thoſe 
4 be; that 
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| that ſeparate upon this account do it very unjufily * g OR Re- 
that the ſcandals of profeſſors are ground of mourning, a 4 o_ 
| but not of ſeparation ® ;, that there may be a ſufficient * Manton on 
& 4 cauſe to caſt out obſftinate ſinners, and yet not ſuffici- 717% Þ: 45% 
ent cauſe for one to leave the Church, though ſuch be crament, p. 
20t caſt ont *. That © the ſuffering of prophane and 20m 
« ſcandalous livers to continue in- the Church, and $3, © © 
<« partake in the Sacrament, is doubtleſs a great (in ; V.cotton's Holi- 
« yet the godly are not preſently to ſeparate from it. — 
There 3s, faith M" Burroughs, an error on both ſides 5 Goſpel Wor- 
cither thoſe that think it concerns them not at all with Mp, Ser. Its 
whom they come to the Sacrament, or thoſe that ig IO 
—_ do what they can to keep the ſcandalous away, and yet oY 
. they ſhould be ſuffered to come, that they themſelves | 
may not come to partake of it. This both the Pref: 
byterians and Independents fo far agree in 3 and for 
this their opinion they urge ſeveral Arguments. 

Firſt, Its no where commanded , but is 2 vain Ay, 1. 
pretending to holineſs above rule and example, faith On Sacrament, 
Mr Vines. © Its no duty, as he elewhere ſaith, be- P: 24% — 
< cauſe there is no command 3 its no duty, and there- OI 
© fore we read not this word, come forth, in any of 
« the Epiſtles written to the ſeven Churches, againft 
* which Chriſt faith he hath fuch and ſuch things. 
< They that lived in the impurer are not called forth 
« into the purer,but there are promiſes made to them- 

. * that keep themſelves pure, and duties injoyned 
T # them toward the impurer part. For we may not 
| '* make every Diſeaſe the Plague. Shall the Sons of 

'* God, the Angels, forfake the Lords preſence, be- 

* cauſe Satan came alſo amongſt them, &c. The Pro- 
. vincial Aflembly of London doth affirm 3 In the, .: 
» Church of Corinth was ſuch a profane mixture at the precbyr. Go. 
Sacrament, as we believe few, if any of onr Congrega- "ei". Þ. 134+ 
tions can be charged withal : And yet the Apoſtle doth —__ So 


rot 
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Firnin's Sepa- not perſiwade the godly party to ſeparate, much leſs to 
74 ay wag gather a Church out of a Church. From which confi- 
cawarys deration Mr. Tombs concludes 3 © Sure it can be no 
Church Refor- « {jn in any Perſon to joyn in the true Worſhip and 
wi i & ſervice of God with any, if he have no command 
74- * to withdraw himſelt from that ſervice becauſe of 
« their preſence, nor power to exclude them, and yet 
« js bound to the duties there performed. 
Nay, they do not only plead that- its not com- 
manded, but that its forbidden and unlawful. So 
Survey of Di- MI" Hooker 3 To ſeparate from a Church becauſe of the 
(cipline, Pre» (12 of ſome Worſhippers is unlawful. So the New Eng- 
Platorm, c.14. land Miniſters do declare ; * As ſeparation from a 
S. 9. « Church, wherein prophane and ſcandalous livers 
« are tolerated, is not preſently neceſſary : So for the 
« Members thereof, otherwiſe worthy, hereupon to 
« abſtain from Communion with ſuch a Church,in the 
< participation of the Sacraments, 1s unlawful. 

Arg. 2. Secondly, They plead, that the communicating in 
Gods ſervice with open ſinners, whom the Godly 
in ſome of our Aſſemblies are enforced to commu- 

Grave confut. njcate with, 1s not ſufficient to make ſuch prophane, 
pirt3'P- 55 or to pollute to them the holy _ of God : So 
On the Sacra- the old Non-Conformilts. So M* Vzres 5 The pre- 
ment, p. 242. ſence of wicked men at Gods Ordinances, pollutes not 
& Þ- 31> 32* them that are neither acceſſary to their ſin, nor yet to 
Goſpel Wor- their preſence there, This M* Burroughs diſclaims ; 
ſhip, Serm. 11. oy are not defiled by the meer preſence of wicked men 
P- 23% 237* in the Sacrament (for that is a meer deceit and gull, 
| that ſome would put upon men that differ from them ) 

but thus are you defiled if you do not your duty, and 

the uttermoſt you are able, to purge them out. But if 

this be done according to the power and capacity 

Perſons are in, its univerſally granted that the In- 

nocent ſhall not ſuffer for the Nocent. So Mr. 


Ball; 


Bal; « The precept of debarring ſcandalous offen- Tryal, c. 10. 


« ders bindeth them to whom God hath given this ®' 17” 5 


« power, and them only fo far as God hath put it in V. 7:ans dif: 
courſe on the 


Lords Supper. 
Rutherford ts 


« few private Chriſtians---- And if the Steward, or *f Prevbyt- 


« their power. But God regularly doth not leave that 
© power in the hand of one (ingleSteward, or ſome 


« one or few private Chriſtians, cannot debar the 
« unworthy from the Lords Table, "it is manifeſt the 
&® Ordinance of God is not defiled to them by the 
« preſence of the wicked, whom they deſire to re- 
« form orexpe], but cannot, becauſe power is not in 
«* their hand to do it lawfully. 

This they confirm, 1. From the examples of the Pro- 


phets and good men, who of old joyned with Grave conſur. 


many that were notoriouſly ſtained with groſs fins; gi MT 53 


from the praftice of our Saviour that communicated 37s Tryal, p. 


with ſuch in the publick ſervice of God 3 from the 


ſo pleaded by thoſe of New-Ergland and others. 


practice of Chriſtians in Apoſtolical times, all which I COM 


the old Non-Conformiſts do inſiſt upon. This is al- ke Vindic. 


This would make all the fins of the Congregati- Chriſtian Di- 


on to be ours. So MF" Baxter ; * If you be wanting 


* in your duty to reform it, it is your fin ; but if formiſts no 
« bare preſence made their fin to be ours, it would Scbiſmaticks, 


« alſo make all the ſinsof the Aſſembly ours. 

From all which it appears that their ſence is, that 
ſcandalous Members are no ſufficient reaſon for Sepa- 
ration; for that muſt be, either be cauſe its com- 
manded in Scripture, or that thoſe that do commu- 
nicate with ſuch, are in ſo doing corrupted allo ; 
but if neither of theſe be, then we may ſafely Com- 
municate with ſuch, or in a Church where ſuch are 
without ſin. 


Thirdly, To ſeparate upon this ground, is to main- Arg. 3. 
tain a Principle deſtructive to the Communion of 77's on the 


the 


re&ory, p-747+ 


py 4 


—— 
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the Church viſible, which conſiſts of good and bad. 
Infant-Ba- This M* Cotton 1s peremptory in 5 © It 1s utterly un- 
priſm, p. 102: % true to ſay that Chriſt admits not of any dead 
Eiilery, © Plants to be fet in his Vineyard, or that he takes 
LP. 5. * not to himſelf a compounded body of living and 
&« dead Members, or that the Church of God is not 
© a mixed Company, &c. From the ill effefts of 
InProverb.E4- which, M* Cartwright uſed to call this Separation, 
»ar4s Apol: upon pretence of greater purity, the white Devil. 
And becaufe there are ſome Scriptures that ſzem 
to look this way, and are made uſe of by thoſe that 
make mixed Communion an argument for Separati- 
on ; therefore they have taken off the force of them. 
ObjeF. 1. If a Brother be a Fornicator, ec. the Apoſtle ex- 
1 Cor. 5. 11. horteth not to eat with him. 
To this they anſwer, 
Anſ. 1. That if it be meant of excluding ſuch an one from 
Defence , pare Church-Communion, it muſt be done by the Church 


— 


2-Þ:27; and not a private perſon. But you are not command- 
y's : 

Church Refor- ed to ſeparate from the Church, if they exclude him not ; 

mat. p- 126. So MF Baxter, Kee. Ee 

Anſ. 2. That it concerns not religious but civil Commu- 

nion, and that not all civil fociety or commerce, but 

familiar only. For which they produce ſeveral rea- 

: ſons, 1. They argue from the notion of eating bread, 

Baits Tryal P: which 3s 4 token of love and friendſhip in phraſe of 

Brinſley's Ar- Scripture, not to partake of or to be ſhut from the Table, 

raignment, p. 3s a {ſign of familiarity broken off. So Mr. Ball, &c. 

nb. on 7ade, 2+ © The eating which is here forbidden is allowed 

v. 19. *to be with an Heathen , but its the civil eating 

5 pl _ {© which is only allowed to be with an Heathen ; 

"2 & therefore its the civil eating which is forbidden to 

* be with a Brother. So M" Jenkin, &c. 3. © The 

* eating here forbidden is for the puniſhmenc 

* of the nocent not of the innocent. To _ 

there 
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there are added others by the old Non-Conformiſts, Grave Confur. 

As for other objeftions they are alſo undertaken $74 P: 57: 
by the ſame hands, and to which M" Baxter's anſwer dulia, p. 157. 
is ſufficient 5 If you 22:8, all the Texts in the Goſpel, £97419 Re- 
you ſhall find that all the ſeparation which is command- Cure Dir. 4 
ed in ſuch caſes (beſides our jeparation from the Infidels P: 81. 
and Idolatrons World, or Antichriſtian and Heretical 
Confederacies, and No-Churches) is but one of theſe two 
ſorts, 1. Either that the Church caſt out the impenitent 
by the power of the Keys. Or, 2. That private men a- , 
void all private familiarity with theme 3 but that the 
private Members ſhould ſeparate from the Church, be- — 
cauſe ſuch perſons are not caſt out of it, ſhew me one Text 
to prove it if you can. © This, ſaith M- Vines, hath not On the Sacra- 
« a ſyllable of Scripture to allow or countenance it, "nt p- 245. 

But ſappoſing it be allowed that we ought not —_—— 
to ſeparate from a Church, where corrupt Members 
are tolerated or connived at under ſome preſent cir- 
cumſtances (as for want of due proof, or through 
particular favour) yet it ſeems to be allowable where 
there is no Diſcipline exerciſed, or taken care of. 

For then we are without an Ordinance. To avoid 
this obje&tion, I ſhall confider, 

2. The caſe with reſpect to Diſcipline , and ſhall &. 2. 
ſhew from them, 1. That the want of that or de- 
feds in it are no ſufficient reaſon for Separation. 

2. What Diſcipline is exerciſed or taken care of 1 
the Church of Exgland. | 

The former of theſe they do own and prove. 

Firſt, As Diſcipline is not neceſſary to the being Arg. 1. 
of a Church. This was of old maintained by M= 7: C's. Letter 
Cartwright,who thus argues 3 © That Church Allem- jging Separe. 
& blies are builded by Faith only on Chriſt the Foun: con in the De- 
« dation, the which Faith ſo being, whatſoever is {3c of the 
© wanting of that which 1s commanded, or remain- I ” 


I 2 « 1ng 


P. 106. 


Com. on the 


Eph. p. 437, 
488. 


Arg. 2. 


Vindicie C. 31. 
p. 236, 238. 


V. Grave Con- 
fur. part 1. P- 
18. 


Vines on Sacra» 
ment, C. 19, P» 
226, 
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© ing of that which 1s forbidden, 1s not able to put 
« that Aſſembly from the right and title of fo being 
« the Church of Chriſt---- For though there be many 
« things neceſſary for every Aſſembly, yet they be 
« neceſlary to the comely and (table being, and not 
« ſimply to the being of the Church. And after- 
ward he gives an inſtance in the Dutch Aſſemblies 
(or Lutheran Churches) which, he ſaith, are main- 
ed in Diſcipline. So D* T. Goodwin; © Whereas 
« now 1n ſome of the Pariſhes of this Kingdom, there 
«< are many Godly Men that do conſtantly give them- 
& ſelves up to the Worſhip of God in publick, ec. 
« Theſe notwithſtanding their mixture and want of 
<« Diſcipline, I never thought for my part, but that 
<« they were true Churches of Chriſt, and Siſter 
< Churches, and ſo ought to be acknowledged. So 
that if Diſcipline be not eſſential to a true Church, 
and a true Church is not to be ſeparated from (as has 
been proved above) then the want -of Diſcipline is 
no ſufficient reaſon ſor Separation. 

Secondly, This they further prove by an induction 
of particulars. This way Mr. Blake proceeds in ; 
&« Diſcipline was neglefted in the Church of [/rael, 
« yet none of the Prophets or men of God ever 
« made attempt of getting up purer ſele& Churches, 
* or made ſeparation from that which was 1n this 
« ſort faulty. All was not right in the exerciſe of 
« Diſcipline 1n the Churches planted by the Apoſtles, 
<* ſome are cenſured as foully faulty, ec. yet nothing 
* heard by way of advice for any to make Sepa- 
* ration, nor any one inſtance of a-Separatiſt gi- 
& ven. | 

To come lower, we are told by a learned perſon, 
that the Helvetian or Switzerland Churches claim to be 
Churches, and have the Notes, Word, and Sacraments, 

though 
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thoueh the order of Diſcipline be not ſettled among\: Gillipir's Ne 


them, and I am not he that ſhall blot out their name. ,. 


To come nearer home, it was ſo in the late times 
when this was wanting, as was acknowledged ?, and 
of which Mr. Vines ſaith ®, we know rather the name 
than the thing. And if we ſhall look into the ſeve- 
ral Church-Aſſemblies amongſt the Diſlenters, we 
{hall find, that there are many Preachers without 
full paſtoral charge, as it is acknowleded, and that 
have little authority over their flocks in this kind, 
that have not ſo much as the name of Diſcipline a- 
mong(t them. And ſo they have little reaſon to ju- 
ſtifie themſelves 1n a Separation by ſuch an argument, 
that will as well wound themſelvcs as thoſe they bend 
it againſt ; and they that do fo are guilty of Sin. So 
Mr. Baxter z Many that obſerve the pollution of the 
Church by the great negleF of holy Diſcipline, avoid this 
error by turning to a ſinful Separation. I (hall conclude 
this with that grave advice of Dr. Owen 3 © When 
«* any Church, whereof a man is by his own con- 
« ſent antecedently a Member, doth fall in part or 


* in whole from any of thoſe Truths which it hath- 


< profeiled, or when 1t 1s overtaken with a negle&t 
« of Diſcipline or Irregularities in its Adminiſtration ; 
* ſuch a one 15 to con(ider, that he 1s placed in his 
* preſent ſtate by Divine Providence, that he may 
* orderly therein endeavour to puta ſtop unto ſuch 
& defections, and to exerciſe his Charity, Love, and 


þil riſpondes, Þ" 


2 Knutton's (e- 
ven Queries. 
Brinſley's Ar- 
raign. P- 48. 
d On Sacram. 


Pp. 219. 
Troughton's A= 
pol. p. 65+ 


Cure Dir. 47» 
P. 23l. 


Evangel. Love, 
Ce 3+ P: 77» 


—— 


« Forbearance towards the perſons of them whoſe 


© miſcarriages at preſent he cannot. remedy. In 
* ſuch caſcs there is a large and ſpatious Field for 
* Wildom, Patience, Love and prudent Zeal to 
« exerciſe themſelves. And it is a moſt erverſe 
&« ;mnagination , that Separation is the only Cure for 
« Church diſorders. It this advice be good in one 


caſe, 


H_ _ 1 . 


caſe, it is ſo in another ; and if it were well under- 
ſtood, and faithfully followed, this argument would 
be of little or no force. 

2. I ſhall ſhew how little this plea of the Defe- 
ive Diſcipline reaches the caſe. Its granted that 
there is ſuch a Power and Authority of Eccleſiaſti- 


cal Diſcipline reſident in the Church of Eng/azd, that 


m1 if open and ſcandalous perſons are not caſt out , the 
—_— 19 is in :* — for the vr af andy 
+. of Wh they ſhall be, as D* Bryaz faith a, And the power 
far. pare 1, p. Of ſuſpenſion put thereby into the Miniſters hands 
I. is ſo evident, that after D* (ins had proved it 
_ from the Rubricks, Canons, ec. he concludes *, ts 
ned, p. 28. plain that the judgment and pradice of the Church of 
Fo 19 oo England 7# all times, ever ſince it was a Church, hath 
my op: a been to ſuſpend ſome from the Table of the Lord. So 
V. Vinzs on that if there be defe&ts, through ſome paſt and preſent 
99 19+ why obſtruFions in the exerciſe of Diſcipline , yet cannot 
Brinſtey's Ar- the Church properly ſtand charged with them, as is ac- 
rogn, 4% knowledged © 5 or whatever may be charged upon 
Church Refor- the Church, there can be no ſufficient cauſe from a 
mar. p. 122. defect, remiſneſs or corruption therein, for a Separa- 
= a tion from it. This was the conſtant judgment of 
7enb, on 7:de the old Non-Conformiſts, which I ſhall tranſcribe 
v.15 from a grave Author ; © Thoſe, ſaith he, that for 
=34 [ ndi- « many Years together, during the Reign of the three 
235, 3''F «© Jaſt Princes, denied to come up to a full Confor- 
« mity to this Church, had a low opinion of the 

« Diſcipline then exerciſed ( of which they have 

« Jeft behind them large evidences) yet how tender 

« were they of the Churches honour to keep Chriſti- 

« ansin Communion 2? how zealous were they againſt 

« Separation ? as may appear in the labours of M- 

« Parker, M* Paget, M* Ball. M* Brightman laid us 

« low enough, when he did not only gr us with 

« UKe-warm 
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&« luke-warm Laodicea, but made that: Church the 
| £: Type and we the Antitype, by reaſon of our Di- 
1 « ſcipline 5 yet how zealous 1s he againſt Separation 
& « from theſe Aſſemblers, and breaks out in theſe 
_ \ "= « words ; Therefore their error is wicked and blaſphe- 

« z2ous, who ſo forſake the Church, as if Chriſt were 
* altogether baniſhed thence. 

Having thus far conſidered what opinion the gra- 
ver ſort of the Non-Conformilſts have of Communi- 
: on with a Church, and what rules they dolay down 
about it, and ſhew'd that according to thoſe rules, 
Separation from the Church is unlawful. I ſhall 
cloſe all with the laft advice given by a Reve- 
rend Perſon to his Pariſhioners in a Farewel Sermon Englands Re- 
in theſe words ; © Take heed of extreams. It is the anne pal 
« ordinary Temptation in a time of ditferences, to png MW 
« think we cannot run too far from them we differ 
« from, and fo whilſt we decline one Rock we fplit 
& upon another. Remember the old Non-Conformilts 
< were equal Enemies to Superſtition and Separation. 
« Maintain (I beſeech you) ſober Principles, ſuch 
© as theſe are, that every defective Miniſtry 1s not a 
& falſe Miniſtry 3 that ſinful ſuper-additions do not 
« nullifie Divine inſtitutions; that ſinful defects in 
« Ordinances do not hinder the ſaving effects of 
* them. That there is a difference betwixt direfting 
&% a Worſhip, preſcribing things ſimply evil and ma- 
« nifeſtly idolatrous , and direfting about Worſhip, 
« things doubtfully good being mjoyned, but the 
« unqueſtionable ſubſtance of Worſhip being main- 
* tained. This latter doth not jultifie Separation. 

And that the ſuppoſed corruptions 1n the Church 
of England are of that nature, as do not affect the 
ſubſtance of it, nor are ſuch but what may be ſafely 
communicated in, I ſhall now proceed to ſhew from 
them. S 13 


| © "+. 


3, Genera 1. 3. I ſhall conſider what opinion the eminent Non- 
oorerof Me Conformiſts have had of the ſeveral prattices in the 
E»gl. p.12,13. Church of Ezgland that are injoyncd upon thoſe 
Bryan's Dwel- that hold Lay-Communion with it, which reſpe& 

= ' Forms, Geſtures, Time, &c. In general they ac- 
Tons Theod. knowledge that they are things tolerable, and what 
Fa. Do Church is without more or leſs 4. 2. That they 
pol c. 9. p- 58. are not ſufficient to hinder Communion. 3. That 


* Owen's FEXCE- they are but few ©. 
Offer. p. 17: 


MiſchiefofIm- Firſt, Forms, and ſo its required of the Members 
potions, E- of the Church that they joyn in the uſe of Liturgy or 
pitt. Dedic. Common: Prayer. For the better underſtanding their 
judgment 1n this matter, I ſhall ſhew what their opi- 
nion is of Forms of Prayer, of publick Forms, of 
Forms preſcribed , and of that particular Form of 
Divine Service uſed in this Church. 
1. The uſe of Forms is declared by them to be a 
thing lawful in it ſelf, and what God hath left us at 
liberty to uſe or not to uſe as we ſee occaſion. So 
Tryal, c. 2-p. Mr. Ball; © The word of God doth not preſcribe 
35.& Cc. 8. P- « any particular Form, ſtinted or not ſtinted, as 
a if < neceflary, but doth warrant both as allowable ; for 

<« where nothing is in particular commanded touch- 

«< ing the external Form of Words and Order, in 
ESacril. deſert. © which our Petitions ſhould be preſented to the 
p: 5% £5: arch © Ord, there we are left at liberty. And to put 
Diviſ. p. 175. © Religion in reading or uttering Words in a ſtint- 
Tomb's Theod. © eq gr conceived Form, what 1s it leſs than Superſti- 
P icourſe of © tion ? Of the ſame mind is Mr. Baxter and others®. 
the Work of And even Dr. Owen, though he doth diſallow the 
+. «teat compoſing Forms of Prayer for our own private 


235» uſe, yet at the ſame time declares ®, that he doth not 
V. Diſſenting 


np argue againſt Forms of Prayer as unlawful to be uſed. 

Brethren in 32 , * X wy” 
Queſts, p. 55+ And he adds a little after 3 If they appear not contra- 
ry unto, or inconſiſtent with, or are not uſed in a way 


excluſrue 
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excluſive of that work of the HolzSpirit in prager, 
which we have deſcribed from Scripture, &c. Þ[ ſhall 
ot contend with any about them. | 

But they do nor only afſert, but they alſo under- 77575 
take to prove the lawfulneſls of Forms *, from the Rogers Tr, 22% 
nature, uſe, and ends of prayer, and charge the con- —_— m_ 
trary opinion with Enthuſiaſm *, and Novelty !. IG ny 

Secondly, As to Forms in publick, they declare, x.* Grave confur. 
That it is lawful touſe them, and that ihz7s was theTenent egg : 
of all our beft and moſt judicious Divines ®, This Dy. Morn. Exer. 
Owen 1s cautious of denying, who faith, Suppoſing 2,102: "ION 
that thoſe who mke uſe of,and plead for F orms of prayer, on 70. v. 16. 
eſpecially in publick, do in a due manner prepare them. * ©'&> L1vcs 
ſelves for it by holy meditation, &c. I do not judge that we git. 
there 3s any ſuch cvil in them as that God will not com- Bill's Tryal, p. 
mmuvicate his ſpirit to any in the uſe of them, 2, pit. of 
They do not only grant it Jawful to uſe them, but Prazer, p. 231- 
that it's expedient. So Mr. Egerton declares, © As pra. of Clvi- 
« for the publickCongregation,ſpecial care muſt be had fianiry, c. 11. 
«that nothing be done in Praying, Preaching or Ad-? 9” = 5: 
<« miniltring the Sacraments, but what is decent and 
« orderly, becauſe there many Eyes do ſee us, and 
* many Ears hear us; and upon this account, it is 
«expedient for the molt part to keep a conſtant 
« Form both'of matter and words. Mr. Brad/haw Life of Mr. w. 
pleads for it (as Mr. Gataker informs us in his life) om 
for the avoiding heſitation, which in Prayer is acrcietins Fol. 
offenſtve than in other diſcourſe. And when in a late P: 5: 
collection of Sermons we find it complained of, Soi 
that in our days ſome have ſuch Schiſmatical Phraſes, Serm. 31. Þ- 
Notions, and Dodrines in Preaching, Praying , and '** 
Prarſing, that a ſober Chriſtian cannot ſay, Amen 3 it 
renders a Form ſo much the more con{iderable. 3. Colle; 

: : * Colledtian of 

They declare that publick Forms were univerſally the Lives of 15 
uſed. So Mr. Clark ſaith, That * ſet Forms of Divincsp.255, 


eof M. Ci. 
Prayer ;.z. _ 
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&® Prayer are according to the prattice of all Church 
« es, even the beſt Reformed; yea, and Mr. Smith 
« himſelf faith, upon the Lords Prayer (though as 
«* then he was warping, and afterwards wandred far 
« in the ways of Separation) that 1t was the pra- 
<« ice of the ancient Church, and of all the Refor- 
* med Churches in Chriſtendom, of the Churches 
« immediately after the Apoſtles; nay (faith he) 
« of the Church inthe time of the Apoltles, as may be 
< probably gathered out of 1 Cor. 14. 26. This 
*- hath alſo been the practice of the beſt Lights that 
« ever were ſet up 1n the Churches of Chriſt. 4. Ac- 
cordingly this was the praQice of the old Non- 
Conformiſts. So Vir. Clark; It is wery well known 
that the flower of our own Divines went on in this 
way, when they might bave done otherwiſe, if they had 
« rradſhaw's Pleaſed, in their Prayers before Sermons. This we are 
Life publiſh'd told of Mr. Bradſhaw and Mr. Cartwright *®. And 
« fy eps we find Mr. Hilderſham's Prayer before Sermon Print- 
» is Doftrine Ed ®, and others. This was ſo univerſally and conſtant- 
ol Faſting and ]Iy practiſed, that Mr. C/ark tells us ©, that the firſt 
4% to an man who brought conceived Prayer into uſe in thoſe 
* Colle&ion of parts where be lived, was Mr. Sam. Crook, who dyed 
” * Bay 4" but in the Year 1649. 
17 Thirdly, As to preſcribed Forms and Liturgies, of 
Tryal,Epiſt. ro this ir. Bal/ ſaith 3 I have ſhewed the uſe of a ſlinted 


Ibid. 


Reader. Liturgy lawful and allowable by the Word of God, of 


ancient uſe in the Churches of Chriſt, approved by all 

Reformed Churches, which 1s a very convenient me- 

thod for the conſideration of their judgment in the 

caſe. 1. They grant that they are lawful, its con- 

Tryal, c. 1. p. trary to 20 precept or commandment diretly or by law- 
5. C: 3-P- 23: ful conſequence, ſaith Mr. Bal. So Mr. Norton 
anſiv. to 4pol- of New-Ezglayd doth determine 3 © Such things be- 
ion41'5, C: 13+ © jng obfery'd as are to be obſerved, it may be law- 
| «* ful 
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&« ful to uſ 
e Forms of P 
<« Church; nei rayers, Cc. vg 
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{elf com ommandinent. And *_ violating 
Churches Py: with it, who yields Th — Diſcourſe of 
edification 4 - os and avoring it beſt fo — FO 
5 an on! wa” r or their 
Forms of Þ y argues againſt 5] OW)! 
ra Xl reſcribin 
the excluſion 0 #v univerſally » 7n IN ſuch 
are not onl ir Prager. 2. They __ — 
this way IIS but that there = f = they 
ſtament, as Mr = we pro Old ey rmg to,” þ 
Mr. Ain 9 gregory others ha DO "0 ks 5's Theg- 
gainſt jo" —_— (chat did CES and non; Cave, 
they are very oth confels d 3 They E argue 4- 6+ » Þ+ 
Fog ancient 1n 3. Ihey grant th 2l's Tryal, p. 
ChriſtianChurches of the Chriſtian Church : T at 108, 129. P 
1400 Y ancient times fc : The Grave C 
0 Years atleaſt. if s for the ſpace of thi onfur. 
rd chatt 1 not from the Apoſtles ti of this gs 13. 
Po” inted Liturgies (aith M PO les time have A_ 
th wa Objectians to the cont p r Bell *: And they / rag on Ex, 
at in t TLV *. © 
pooh” he beſt Reformed , = 4 Theygrant I-96; 
ES, they are n y 10 all Refor d CO,IHI',139, 
but alſo uſeful and _—_ only ul-d- and lowed fg T 
us, to who ient. 5 Thatt 5 hl. 
arena Poon mg IN pals Try þ 
profeſſed lks iid uUrdeniome, have from ſs r hath 128; Ge, 
| | WP TRAYS... 
as Mr. Ball 's and approbation of a ſti fo time riſcs, p. a 
mankes pars —_ 6. That = reraey- Tabs Theed: . 
ike O oo eparate fro al. © 34 
ly ho —aoregteres Likes : _ for the par oh. þ 
| afhirmed by y $15 NOt Td i > 
evinb y Mr. Ball s Not on- 714) Þ- 121. 
_ Yy Mr. Norton *, who faith, 1 , bat little Jeſy* Tab po12r, 
| ommuwnion with .C , Ut is lawful t 129, 140, 155. 
7 we , ih Church 0 eras © Reſp. 
$ + ablick H orſhip are 11 fe vw where ſach Form poll n dos _ 
a anty 0n il; uſe 5 neither wp POT OO 
bieſcif frow Bo that he disjo gn; lye as 
ſuch a Church : And hoy ion _ 
K > e this rea- 
ſon 
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] fon for it, that then they muſt feparate from all 
oy deſert. Churches. So M* Baxter, &c. © Is it not a high de- 
Defence , part © gree of Pride to conclude, that almoſt all Chriſts 
-| + Churches in the World for theſe thirteen hundred 
- 138. © Years at leaſt to this day, have offered ſuch Wor- 
Rogers's 5 Tr. © (hip unto God, as that you are obliged to avoid 
p-224- 5 1t 3 and that almoſt all the Catholick Church on 
* Earth this day is below your Communion for uſing 
< Forms 3 and that even Calvin and the Presbyteri- 
* ans, Cartwright, Hilderſham, and the old Non- 
Conformiſts were unworthy your Communion. | 
know there are feveral Objections againſt Forms of 
Prayer, but I know alſo that theſe are anſwered by 
them. But ſince the moſt common is, that of quench- 
ing and (tinting the Spirit 3 I ſhall briefly give their 

ſence of it. They ſay, 


Rogers'7 Tr. 1, To ſay that perſons ſhould uſe no ſet Form, 
Lids c 4 PF: but pray as moved by the Spirit , #* a fond errour. 


Balls Tryal, c 2, They fay, that the Spirit inſlru@eth us what to 
$ +05 ash, not in what phraſe of ſpeech. It ſtirreth up in us 
holy deſires, but giveth not ability ſuddenly and without 
help to expreſs and lay open our hearts in fit method and 
fegnificant Words---- Ability of ſpeech is a common gift 
of the Spirit, which the Lord beſtoweth upon good and 
bad, &c. 
lid. p. 97. 3. That the meaſure of the Spirit ſlandeth not in 
Words and Forms, but in fervent ſighs and groans. 
Rogers, Thid. 4. That © theres nothing letteth, but that in ſuch 
& Forms the hearers hearts may profitably go with the 
« (ame both to humble, to quicken, and to comfort. 
Diſc. of Pray- And D* Owen cannot deny but that they may be for 
er, 222-231» edification, and that perſons in the uſe of them may 
T bave Communion with God. ' 
5. They ſay that the Scriptures infiſted upon in 
this caſe are grounded upon miſtakes, and are miſ- 


applyed, 


a | 
*| 
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applyed, as M* Tombs in particular hath clearly ma- ba gens * 
nifeſted. anti 

Fonrthly, 1 ſhall conſider what their opinion is as 
to the Engliſh Liturgy or Common Prayer, both as 
to the Liturgy it ſelf and Communion in it. As to 
the Liturgy it ſelf, its acknowledged, 

1. Thatthe matter for the moſt part is good, ſound 2yar's Dwe 
and divine, and that there 7: not any dodGrinal paſſage ling with God, 


: Serm. 6.Pp-312» 
in any of the Prayers, that may not bear a good con- paxt. Det. yarr 


ftruFion, and ſo Amen may be ſaid to it, as D® Bryan "+ P: 29+ 59: 


: F : Crofton's Refor. 


2. That as no- Church for this. 1400 Years has T.D. Z1ubaat 
been without its publick Forms, ſo ours 1s the beſt, ?: 35 
So the old Non-Conformilts 3 Compare the Do@&rines, Letter of the 
Prayers, Rites at thoſe times | throughout] iz uſe in pomp 
theChurches with ours,and in all theſe ( bleſſed be the name Tt 
of the Lord) we are more pure than they And its not 
much ſhort that we find in M* Baxter in the name Second Plea 
of the preſent Non-Conformilts. es 


3. That which is accounted faulty is tolerable, Ms 


and hinders not buc that its acceptable to God, and 


edifying to pious and we!ll-diſpoſed Perſons. 

Tolerable. So M* Corbei 5 © The Worſhip contained = —_ 
< 1n the Liturgy may lawfully be partaked in,it being p. as: 
« ſound for ſubſtance in the main, and the mode there- V- Bas Tryal, 
« of being laudable in divers Forms and Orders, and © ” ® " 
« paſſable in the moſt, though in ſome offenſive, in- 
< convenient, or leſs perfect. | 

Acceptable to God. So the old Non-Conformiſts ; Leter of Mi- 
In them that join with the Prayers, according to Chriſts NID 


command ( and liberty of abſence from Chrift hath not a 


' been ſhewed ) notwithſtanding the corruptions, we hold 


the Prayers to be an holy acceptable Sacrifice to God, 
CC. 


Edifying to well-diſpoſed. Perſons. To this purpoſe 
Mr 
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Treat. 3.c. 4 M*. Hilderſham, M*" Rogers, &c. 
P- 224+ And accordingly M* Corbet profeſſeth his own ex- 
Plea, p.1. Perience 3 © Though I judge their Form of Worſhip 
: _ Plea, « to be in many reſpects leſs perfe&t than is defired, 
KGffor plain © yet I have: found my heart ſpiritually affeCted and 
Declaration. © raiſed towards God therein, and more eſpecially in 
oo ryal © « receiving the Lords Supper. I judge this Form may 
Sacril deſert. ©* be uſed formally by the formal, and ſpiritually by 
4:4 6 Rp _ o- o vcr - - 4 part to make the 
Def. of Cure, © beſt of it, being the eſtabliſhed Form. As to Com- 
1 a; munion 1n the + Jonhy 1s granted, 1. That there is 
es 1 4; at no cauſe to renounce it, or the Communion of the 
55. Church forit i, and that ſo to doisa Sink. 2. That 
wm & = all the Reformed Churches in Chriſtendom, do com- 
Pne!. p. 14. monly profeſs to hold Communion with the Engliſh 
n Py Churches in the Liturgy, if they come among us where 
vr. Humphyy's 2 4s uſed. 3. Its declared on the part of the old 
Healing Paper, Non-Conformiſts, That they ordinarily and conſtantly 
Mi preps ſed the Communion-Book in their publick Miniſtrati- 
Diſp. 4. of 075 ®35 and that the People generally were in their 
T” Gover. days ſatisfied in it ®, And for the preſent its de- 
Mr Ss. Fair. Clared, We can lawfully not only hear Common- Prayer, 
clugl's Lite, but read it our ſelves 9. 


Fryal. c. 8.p. 1 {Þall not trouble the Reader with the ſeveral Ob- 
152. jetions againſt the Liturgy, and the anſwers return'd 


tothem by the old and preſent Non-Contormiſts, but 
ſhall content my ſelf with that, which it ſeems was 
much inſiſted upon in the days of M* Ball, and their 
reply to it. 
Objed. The Liturgy in the. whole matter and Form thereof 
is too like unto the Maſs- Book. 
Anjw. « Tf the Liturgy be Antichriſtian, it is ſo either in 
< reſpect of the matter or of the Form. Not of the 
« matter; for that which properly belonged to An- 
« tichriſt, the foul and groſs errors, is purged _= 
ot 


[71] | 
&« Not of the Form: for Order and Phraſe of ſpeech is 
« not properly Antichriſtian. | 

2.* That the Engliſh Liturgy is gathered according. r5s. 

< to the Ancients, the pureſt of them , and is not a V: Ectter of 

. : the Miniſt. 1n 
*« collection out of the Maſs-Book, but a refining of 914 z:g1.p.14. 
« that Liturgy which heretofore had been ſtained Dr. zyar's | 
« with the Maſs, ec. and is not a tranſlation of the rn pw: 
« Maſs, but a reſtitution of the ancient Liturgy. wv. * © 

Thus ſaith that Learned Perſon and much more, Mr: 5:75 
. © Cure p. 281- 

to whom many others do likewiſe conſent. And in 
this Mr. Tombs 1s fo zealous, that he concludes s 7h:o4»ia, p. 
1 cannot but judge that either much ignorance, or much '©* 
malice it is that makes any traduce the Engliſh Common- 
Prazer Book, as if it were the Popiſh Maſs-Book , or 
as bad as it, and to deter men from jo;ning with thoſe 
Prayers and Services therein, which are good, as if it 
were joyning with Antichriſt the Pope, (when they can 
hardly be ignorant that the Martyrs in Queen Mary's 
days were burnt for it ) is impudent falſehood. 

Having thus far conſidered the Forms, I ſhall now ÞY. 3: 
proceed to ſhew what their opinion is of the ge- 
{tures required in Lay- Communion, ſuch as kneeling 
at the Sacrament, and ſtanding up at the Creed and 
Goſpels. 

As to Kneeling, 

1. [ts granted that the poſture in the Sacrament 
15 not determined. So Mr. Baxter ; I never yet heard Crit. Dire&. 
any thing to prove Kneeling unlawful, there is no Word P: 515: 
of God for or againſt any geſture. 

2. It is granted whatever the geſture of our Savi- v, 4/4; Dia- 
our in it was, yet that doth not oblige, This M* Tombs logue '"rwixr a 
hath undertaken to ſhew, 1. © Becauſe this geſture — ——_ 
< fees not to have been of choice uſed by Chriſt. vwy:'s Temple 
** 2. Becauſe S* Paxl omits the geſture,which he would MEavured, p. 
<« *C:  - | l. 

not have done, if it had been binding. - 3. He 'men- 71404. p. 168: 
tons 


CIS - 
« tions the night, and calls it the Lords Supper, and 
«if the time be not neceſſary , much leſs the ge- 
« (ture. 4. If the geſture doth oblige, then Chriſti- 
« ans muſt uſe the ſelf ſame that Chriſt uſed. 
. Ir 1s granted that the nature of the ordinance 
Chriſtian Let- Joth not forbid kneeling. So M* Bains, kneeling 
_ 't # not unbeſeeming a Feaſter , when our joy muſt be 
Diredt. p. 615. mingled with reverent trembling. So M* Baxter, 
« The nature of the ordinance 1s mixed, And if 
*it be lawful to take a pardon from the King upon 
« our knees, I know not what can make it unlawful to 
*rakea ſealed pardon from Chriſt by his Ambaſlador 
Diſſxaſive, c. upon our Knee. Hence M" Bayley reckons it as'an er- 
"$4 30 «5. ror of ſome Independents, that they accounted ſrt- 
V. Johnſon's ting neceſſary as a rite ſignificant of fellowſhip with Chriſt, 
—- inf þ PIct> aud a part of our imitation of hint, and for both theje 
p. $1 reaſons, declared it neceſſary to keep on their hats at the 
time of participation. 
Lertters, Tbid. 4. TItis granted-not to be idolatrous. So M” Bains. 
« Kneeling 1s neither an occaſion, nor by participati- 
V Bazt. Chriſt. * on Idolatry : kneeling never bred Bread-worſhip. 
Direct. p. 616. « And our doftrine of the Sacrament, known to all 
« the world, doth free us from ſuſpicion of adoration 
« 1n 1t. 
Theodulia, p. To theſe M* Tombs adds, * 1, that the Papilts adore 
256, 4: © not the bread at putting into their mouths, but 
< at the elevation. lt being inconſiſtent with their 
« principles to worſhip that which is not above them. 
« 2, That the worſhip of God not directed to a 
v. T.D. 7- *creature, but before it, as an occaſional object of 
ren p. #1: *adoration to God is nor Idolatry. 3. That yetin the 
anſw. p. 28. * Church of England the Elements are not occaſio- 
V.Ames's Freſh « na}ly fo, but the benefits of Chriſt in the Lords Sup- 
ns ht per and 4. Kneeling is not to the Bread, but as the 
PerGins's caſes. « fjpnification of an humble and grateful mind, as he 
ſhews from the Rubrick. 5. Thoſe 


"LF 
5thly, Thoſe that do account it inconvenient, yet 

account it not to be unlawful. Thus M*- Cartwright, gvangel.Harm. 
Kunetling in receiving the Sacrament, being incommodi- 91 Like 22. v. 
044 in its own nature, and made far more incommodious co HOY 
by Popifh ſuperſtition ,zs not therefore ſo to berejeFed,that p. 252. 
we ſhould abſtain ſrom the Sacrament ( if we cannot 0- 
therwiſe be partakers of it ) becauſe the thing is not in 
its own nature unlawful. So its ſaid of the old Noncon- Povghton's A- 
formiſts, Kneeling at the Sacrament was diſliked by all, JO 
but yet thought tolerable, and that it might be ſubmitted 
to by ſome of the moſt learned. 

From all which we may conclude with Mr. Vizes, on the Sacra- 
that the poſture being a circumſtance of afion, as > P: 192: 
well as the time and place, 7 not of the Free-hold of 
the ordinance; and with Mr, Baxter, that thoſe that Sacril .delert. 
think they muſt not receive, kneeling, #hizk errones p: 19- 
ouſly. As for ſtanding up at the Creed, ec. Mr. Bax- Chriſt. Dire. 
ter ſaith, his judgement is for it, where 7t 3s required, | hr 1g 
and where not doing it would be diviſtve and ſcandaloms. y. 96. ; 
Nay elſewhere he faith, that #7s a convenient prai- 
ſing geſture, &c. 

Thus I have conſidered the moſt material points, 
in which the Lay-members of the Church of England 
are concern'd, and ſhew'd that the lawfulneſs of the 
things injoyned upon ſuch,is declared and juſtified by 
the ſuffrage and judgement of as eminent Noncon- 
formiſts as have lived in the ſeveral ages fince that un- 
happy controverſie was firſt ſet on foot amongſt ug. 

And now what remains, but that every one con- 
cernedſet himſelf ſeriouſly and impartially to conſider 
it; and it becomesſuch ſo to do when they goagainſt 
the ſtream of the moſt experienced writers of their 
own party, who might pretend to underſtand the caſe 
as well, if not better than any that were converſant 
in it, It becomes ſuch, © when they bury that _— 

L * the 


« the condemnation of falſe worſhip, which the Lord, 

 na!ls Tryal, *the author of all truth, doth allow in his ſervice. 

Epiſt.o Read- « When they forſake the prayers of the Congregation, 

- « and depart from the Table of the Lord, and breakoff 
« ſociety and communion with the Churches of Chriſt, 
« ec, when they expoſe Religion to contempt, and 
«the truth of God to reproach, by the rents and di- 
« vicionsin the Church, as M* Ba/ doth repreſent it. 

Defence.p. 179, It becomes them, wher: our diviſion gratifieth the Pa- 

52- piſts, and greatly hazardeth the Proteſtant Religion, and 
by it we may loſe all which the ſeveral parties contend 
about, as Mr. Baxter hath proved. 

. It becomesthem when the Church of Ezelard is the 
bulwark of theProteſtantReligion amongſt us at home, 
and that according to the noted ſaying of Mr. Eger- 
ton, The withdrawing totally from it, would more effettu- 
ally introduce Popery, than all the works of Bellarmine. 

It becomes them when this is theBulwark of it abroad, 
B!inſley's Heal- and © all the reformed Churches in the world have a 
a. _ = , * venture in this Bottom, which if compar'd toa Fleet, 

*the Admiral. Andaif it go ill with this Church fo as 
'* that miſcarry,there is none of the Churches of Chriſt 
«this day under Heaven, but are like to feel it; as 
M- Brinſley diſcourſes. 

—_ Laſtly, It becomes them when diviſions and ſepara- 
packng *I" tions draw down the diſpleaſure of God and lay us o- 
p. 313, 314 PEN to his Judgements. Therefore Dr. Bryan aſter 

he hath largely inſiſted upon the Argument and the 

preſent caſe amongſt us doth thus apply himſelf, < O 
* that Icould prevail with you, to lay fadly to heart 
*the greatneſs of the ſin of diviſions, and the grie- 
** voulneſs of the puniſhment threatned againſt it, 
* and hath been executed for it; and that the Leaders 
**and cncouragers of private Chriſtians to make this 


*(inful 


«the Church of Exg/and muſt be acknowledged to be - 


”5 J Eos 


« ſinful ſeparation, would read oft, and me ditate up- 
© on $* Fude's Epiſtle to v. 20, and that the multitudes / 
« that are willing to be led by them would follow | 
« the preſcription of the means here to preſerve or ' - / 
« recover themſelves from this ſeduction, v. 20, 21. : 
« And that both would leave off their reviling the 
« Government Eccleſiaſtical, and the Miniſters 
« that conform, and ſubmiſlively behave: themſelves / 
« by the example of Michael, &c. gn 

I ſhall conclude the whole with the peaceable and On whe Epbz/: 
| pious advice of Mr. Bains. © Let every man walk _ P- 2973 
þ « within the compaſs of his Calling. Whatſoever lyeth © 
&« not 11 us to reform, 'it ſhall be our zeal and piety 
*to tolerate, and with patience to forbear, eſpe- 
& cially in things of this nature, which con- 
«cern not ſo much the outward Communion with 
© God or man eflentially required in a viſible ſtate, 
* as the due ordering of buſineſs 1a the ſaid Commu- i 
*nion, wherein there be many ſuperfluities and de- 
« fects, ſalud tamen Eccleſi4; yea and ſuch a Church 
*notwithſtanding, as wherem the beſt and trueſt 
« Members { circumſtances conſidered ) may have 
« more cauſe to rejoyce than to grieve. 


ERRATA. 


AG. 5. l. 2. r. ſoundneſs. p. 7. marg. l. 3. continnat, p. 7. marg. b 

I. Lefure. p. 13:1. 2. Schiſm. p. 49. 1. 32: (,) P- 57: 1.28. becauſe. 

| 32 ſich are, without. P+ 61. |. 8. that as there. 1. 11. ſo that have. 1. 33. 
perrverje.p,69, marg, 1.28. dele, T'yal, p. 121+ p. 70. marg. L.3dele, Plea, p. 1, 
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